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LtFE OF 


MADAM De GRAFIGNY, 


Member of the Academy of Florence. 


Taken from different periodical publica- 


tions. 


12, 1695, and died at Paris, 


in the ſixty fourth year of her age. 


She was called Frances D'Happon- 


court ; and was the only daughter of 


Francis Henry of Iſſemburg, lord of 


Happoncourt, Greux, &c. lieutenant 


of thelight-horſe; major of the gaurds 
to his royal highneſs Leopold I. duke 


of Lorrain; and governor of Boulay 
1 0 


N TApAuM De Grafigny was 
born in Lorrain, December 


i 
| 
. 


L061 
and Larre. Her mother was Mar- 
garet de Seaureau, daughter of An- 
thony de Seaureau, baron of Houde- 
moure Vandceuvre, and firſt ſteward 
of the houſhold to the ſame duke 
Leopold. The father of Madam de 
Grafigny, who by deſcent was of the 
houſe of Iſſemburg in Germany, in 
his younger days ſerved in the 
French army. He was aid de camp 
to marſhal Bouffers at the ſiege of | 
Namur. Lewis the XIV. in recom- 
penſe for his ſervices, made him a 

gentleman of France, as he was be- 
fore of Germany; and confirmed 
all his titles. He afterwards attach- 
ed himſelf to the court of Lorrain. 
His daughter was married to 
Francis Huguet of Grafigny, ex- 
empt of the body guards, and 
chamberlain to the duke of Lor- 
rain. 


TW} 
rain. Much did the ſuffer from the 
treatment of her husband: and af- 


ter many years of heroic patience, 
was juridically ſeparated from bim. 


She had ſome children by him, who 
all died young, before their father. 
Madam Grafigny was of a grave 


diſpoſition; her converſation did 


not diſplay thoſe talents which ſhe 
had received from nature. A folid 
judgment, a heart tender and bene- 
volent, and a behaviour affable, uni- 
form and ingenuous, had gained her 
many friends, a long time before 
ihe had any proſpect of having lite- 
rary admirers. 

Mademoiſelle de Guiſe coming 
to Paris to celebrate her nuptials 
with the duke de Richelieu, brought 


with her madam de Grafigny; and 
but for this incident perhaps ſhe 


1 would 
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would never have ſeen that city: at 
leaſt her ſituation in life by no 


means gave her reaſon to think of 


it: neither had ſhe, nor any of her 


friends, at that time, the leaſt proſ- 
pect of the reputation which attend- 
ed her in that capital. Several per- 
ſons of wit, who were united into a 


ſociety, of which ſhe alſo became a 


member, inſiſted on her giving them 
ſomething for their Recueil, which 


was printed in duodecimo, in the 
year 1745. The piece which ſhe 
gave is the moſt conſiderable in that 
collection. It is called, Nouvelle Eh 


paguale; le mauvais exemple produit 


autant de vertus que de vices: * The 


title itſelf, we ſee, is a maxim, and 
the novel is full of them. This lit- 
tle 


* A Spaniſh novel: bad examples produce- as 


many virtues as vices. 
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tle piece was not reliſhed by ſome of 
the aſſociates, Madam de Grafigny, 


Piqued at the pleaſantries of thoſe 
gentlemen on her Spaniſh novel, 
without ſaying any thing to the ſo- 


ciety, compoſed the Letters of a He- 


ruvian, which had the greateſt ſuc- 
ceſs. A ſhort time after ſhe gave 


the French theatre, Cinic, a piece 


of five acts in proſe, which was re- 
ceived with an applauſe that has con- 
tinued to the preſent day. This 


play is one of the beſt we have of 
the ſentimental kind: = 


La Fille &'Ariftide, another co- 
medy in proſe, had not, on the 


repreſentation, the ſame ſucceſs 
with Cenie. It was publiſhed after 


the death of madam Grafigny : 
they ſay that the author correct- 


ed the laſt proof on the very day 


8 


ma ———— —— — 


ple and moral kind, on account of 


1 


of her death. It is alſo confi- 


dently reported, that the ill ſucceſs 


of this piece on the ſtage, contri- 


buted not a little to the diſorder of 
which ſhe died. Madam de Gra- 
figny had that laudable regard for her 


reputation which is the parent of 


many talents: a cenſorious epigram 
had given her great chagrin; and 
Which ſhe freely acknowledged. 
Beſides theſe two printed dramas, 
madam de Grafigny wrote a little 
fairy tale of one act, called Azor, 


which was performed at her own 
apartments; and which ſhe was per- 
ſuaded not give to the comedians. 


She alſo compoſed three or four 
pieces of one act that were repre- 


ſented at Vienna, by the children of 


the emperor : theſe are of the ſim- 


the 


* ? PO: 3 22 . TOR TER, « 323 e 
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the auguſt characters who were to 


be inſtructed by them. 


Their imperial majeſties, the em- 
peror, and empreſs, queen of Hungary 
and Bohemia, honoured our author 
with a particular eſteem, and madeher 


ſrequent preſents: as did alfo their 


royal highneſſes prince Charles, and 
the princeſs Charlotte of Lorrain, 
with whom ſhe had moreover the 


diſtinguiſhed honour of a literary 


correſpondence. 

Madam de Grafigny left her 
books to the late M. Guymont de 
la Touche, author of the modern 
tragedy of Iphigenia en Tauride, and 
of the Epiſtle to Friendſhip. He 
enjoyed this donation but little more 
than a year, for he died himſelf in 
the month of February, 1760. She 
leit all her papers to the care of a 


man 


viii 
man of letters; who had been hive 


friend for thirty years; with the li- 


berty of diſpoſing of them in ſuch 
manner as he thought proper. 
We may judge of the genius of 


madam de Grafigny by her writings, 


which are in the hands of every one: 
and of her morals we may judge by 


her friends, for ſhe had none but 


thoſe of the greateſt merit: and 
their affliction is her eulogy. The 


diſtinguiſhing marks of her charac- 
ter were a ſenſibility, and a good- 
neſs of heart, ſcarcely to be paral- 
lelled. Her whole life was one act 
of beneficence. We know but few 
particular circumſtances relating to 


it; for ſhe never ſpoke of her- 


ſelf, and her actions were cover- 


ed with the veil of ſimplicity and 


modeſty. We know in general, in- 


deed, 
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deed, that her life was a continued 
ſeries of misfortunes ; and doubtleſs 


it was from theſe that ſhe drew, in 
part, that amiable and ſublime phi- 


loſophy of the heart, which charac- 


teriſes her works, and will make 


them dear to poſterity. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


JF tr uth, when it ſtrays 

from probability, uſual- 
1y loſes its credit in the 
eye of reaſon, it is for a 


ſhort 


[ll 


ſhort time only; but, let 
it contradict prejudice ever 


ſo little, and ſeldom ſhall it 


find grace before that tri- 


banal. 


What then ought not the | 
editor of this work to fear, | 


in preſenting to the public 
the letters of a young 
' Peruvian, whoſe ſtile and 

thoughs ſo little agree with 


the mean idea which an 


unjuſt prejudice has cauſed 
us to form of that nation. 


Enriched 


© © 0 


= xili | 


Enriched by the precious 


ſpoils of Peru, we ought, 
at leaſt, to regard the in- 
habitants of that part of 
the world as a magnificent 


people; and the ſentiment 


of reſpect is not very re- 
mote from the idea of mag- 
nificence. 


But ſo prejudiced are we 
always in our own favour, 
that we rate the merit of 
other nations not only in 
proportion as their man- 
ners imitate ours, but in 

propor- 


E }] 


proportion as their tongues 
approach nearer to our i- 


diom. How can any one be a 
Perſian py 


We deſpiſe the Indians, and 
hardly grant a thinking 


ſoul to thoſe unhappy peo- 
ple: yet their hiſtory! is in 


Very 


* The tranſlator apprehends this ſen- 
tence to be a ſatirical repetition after ſome 
other French author. There were a few 
ſtrokes marked in the ſame manner in one 
or two of the letters, which he did not take 
notice of, as he ſuppoſed they would be 
 _ unintelligible to the Engliſþ reader. 


1 


; every one's hands, and a- 

| bounds with monuments of 

the ſagacity of their minds, 

and the ſolidity of their 
: philoſophy, 


Thie apologiſt of huma- 


nity, and of beautiful na- 
ture *, has traced the out- 
lines of the Indian manners 
in a dramatic poem, the 
ſubject of which divides the 


glory with the execution. 


With ſo much light given 
us into the characters of 


theſe 


* M. de VoLTAIRE. 


. wi ! 


theſe people, there ſhould 
ſeem no room to fear that 
original letters, which only 


exhibit what we already 
know of the lively and na- 


tural wit of the Indians, are 
indanger of paſſing for a fic- 
tion. But hath prejudice 
any eyes? There is no ſe- 
curity againſt its judgment, 


and we ſhould have been 


careful not to ſubmit this 


work to it, if its empire had | 
been without bounds. 


It ſeems needleſs to give 
notice, that the firſt letters of 
Zilia 


xvii J 


Eilia were tranſlated by her- 
ſelf: every one muſt eaſily 
judge, that, being com- 
poſed in a language, and 
traced in manner equally 
unknown to us, this collec- 
tion could never have 
reached us, if the ſame 


hand had not writ them 


over in our tongue. 


We owe this tranſlation 
to Eilia's leiſure in her re- 
treat: her complaiſance in 
communicatingto them the 
chevalier Deterville, and the 

= permiſſion 


> — — — — —— En — 
—— . — — 


XVIIii } 


permiſſion he at laſt obtain- 


ed to keep them, were the 


means that conveyed them 


into our hands. 


It will eaſily be ſeen, by 


the faults of grammar and 


negligence of ſtile, that we 
have been ſcrupulouſly care- 


ful not to take away any 


thing of the genuine ſpirit | 
that reigns in this work. 


We have been content with 
ſuppreſſing (eſpecially in 
the firſt letters) a great 

num- 


[ xix 1 


number of Oriental ® terms 


and compariſons, which 
eſcaped Zilia, though ſhe 


knew the French tongue per- 


fectly well when ſhe tranſ⸗ 


lated them: we have only 
left ſo many of them as 


| may ſhew the neceſſity of 
| retrenching the reſt, 


We thought it poſſible alſo 


to give a more intelligible 
turn to certain metaphyſi- 
5 cal 


| * The French editor here uſes Oriental for 
loſiy and felling, though the Peruvians, 
| with reſpect to us, are certainly an Occiden- 
tal people. 


[xx } 


cal ſtrokes, which might 
have appeared obſcure ; 
but this we have done with- 
out changing the thought 
itſelf. This is the only part 
that the editor has had in 
this ſingular work. 


6 
2 
L . 


[1 To what the editor hath | 
x already ſaid, the tranſ- 
| lator begs leave juſt toadd, 
f that, as he went thro his 
' taſk with peculiar pleaſure, 
he hopes he has done juſ- | 
| tice to a work which ap- 
| pears to him to have great 
beauty in the original, The 
| Peruvian character, as far as 
| we know it from hiſtory, 
| joined to that of good ſenſe, 
inflexible virtue, tender 
ſentiments, and unchange- 
able 


0 


i 


able affections, cannot be 
more ſtrongly and natural- | : 
ly painted than in the let- 
ters of Eilia; nor do we of- 
ten ſee the progreſs of the 
human mind ſo correctly | 

aft expreflively drawn as 
= in theſc letters. 


To this edition are now 
firſt added the letters of | 
Aza; the advertiſement | 
prefixed to them by the 
French editor ſhows by what 
means they were ob- 
| tained. We ſhall only add 


here, 
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here, that by theſe letters 
the hiſtory of Ad and Zilia 


is rendered complete. 


We preſume, moreover, 
that in the force and turns 
of paſſion, in delicacy of 
ſentiment, in the variety of 
incidents, in pertinent re- 
flections, and in dignity, 
propriety, and elegance of 
expreſſion, they will be 
found nothing inferior to 
the moſt admired among 
the letters of Zilia. an 
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AN 

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION, 
3 H E 

PERUVIAN LETTERS. 


HERE 1s no people the 
knowledge of whoſe origin 
and antiquities is more con- 
fined than that of the Peruvians. 
Scarce do their annals contain the 
hiſtory of four centuries. 

Mancocapac, according to the tra- 


dition of theſe people, was their 


legiſlator and their firſt Inca. The 


ſun, whom they call their father, 


and regard as a god, touched they 
| 5 ſay, 


111 

fay, with that barbarity in which | 
they had for a long time lived, ſent | 
them from heaven two of his chil- 
dren, a ſon and a daughter, who 
were to give them laws, and to in- 
duce them, by cultivating the earth 
and raiſing of cities, to become ratio- 
nal beings. 

It was therefore to Mancocapac, 
and to his wife Cya Mama Oello 
Huaco, that the Peruvians owed 
thoſe principles, thoſe manners and 
arts, by which they were made a 
happy people: before avarice, iſſu- 
ing from a world of whoſe exiſt- 
ence they had no idea, brought 
tyrants to their land, whoſe barba- 
rity was a diſgrace to human na- 
ture, and the peculiar infamy of the 
age in which they lived. 

* The 


XXVii | 
The particular ſituation of the 
| Peruvians at the time the Spaniards 


1 made their deſcent, was the moſt 
| favourable to the latter that can be 
| | conceived, There had been for ſome 
time paſt a report of an oracle which 
| : had declared, 
number of kings reigns, their ſhould 
arrive in that country a wonderful 
ſort of men, ſuch as had never 
yet been ſeen, who ſhould uſurp | 
: their government, and envoy their 5 
religion.“ 


That after a certain 


Though aſtronomy was one of 


6 the chief ſciences among the Peru- 
vians, they were yet as much fright- 
ed by prodigies as other nations. 
Three circles that were ſeen round 
the moon but eſpecially certain 
comets which then appeared; ar 

eagle purſued by other birds; the 


b ſea 


£ nv]: 


ſea that overflowed its bounds; all 
made the predictions of the oracle 


to appear as infallable as they were 


fatal. 


The eldeſt ſon of the ſeventh 


Incas, whoſe name“, in the Peruvian 


language, declared the fatality of 
his ſpeech, had formerly ſeen a 
figure quite different from that of 
the Peruvians. A robe covered the 
ſpectre quite to the feet; he had a 


long beard, and was ſeated on an 


unknown animal, which he govern- 


ed. All this aſtoniſhed the young 


prince, to whom the phantom de— 
cClared that he was deſcended from 


the ſun, was the brother of Manco- 


capac, and that he was called Vira- 
cocha. 


This 


* Yahuarbuocac, which literally ſignifies, Boo. 


fears. 
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This ridiculous ſtory had been 


unluckily preſerved among the Peru- 
vians, and when they ſaw the Spa- 
niards with long beards, their limbs 
covered, and mounted on animals 
they had never before ſeen, they 
took them to be the children of 
Viracocha, who called himſelf the 
| oftspring of the ſun; and from 
| thence it came, that the uſurper 
| aſſumed, by the ambaſſadors he ſent 
| among them, the title of the de- 
ſcendant from the God they adored. 


All things bowed before the con- 


querors. Mankind are every where 
the ſame. The Spaniards were al- 
moſt generally acknowledged as a 
kind of gods, whoſe wrath was not 


to be appeaſed by the moſt profuſe 
offerings, nor the moſt abject humi- 
liations. 


The 
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The Peruvians | perceiving that the 
horſes of the Spaniards champed 
their bits, imagined that thoſe tract- 
able monſters, who partook of their 


reſpect, and perhaps their worſhip, 
were nourithed by that metal. They 


fherefore daily brought a vaſt quan- 


tity of gold and filver and laid it 


before them, by way of offering. 


We mention this circumſtance mere- 


ly to ſhew the credulity of the 
Peruvians, and the facility with 


which the Spaniards were enabled 


to ſubdue them. 


Whatever homage the Peruvians 
might render the tyrants, they had 
diſplayed too much of their riches 
ever to have any ſort of indulgence 


from them. A whole people, ſub- 


miſſive and ſupplicating mercy, 
were put to the ſword. By the 
Vbvuoiolation 


L XXII ] 
violation of every law of humanity, 
the Spaniards became abſolute maſ- 
ters of all the treaſures of one of the 
richeſt dominions of the earth. De/+ 


picable victories] exclaimed Mon- 


tagne, on recollecting the vile object 
of theſe conqueſts. Never did am- 


; bition, adds he, never did public ani- 
| moſities urge mankind to perſecute 


each other with ſuch horrible hoſtili- 
ties, or ſuch deplorable calamities. 
Thus did the Peruvians become 
the woeful victims of an avaritious 
people, who at firſt gave no ſigns 


but thoſe of peace and even friend- 


ſhip. An ignorance of our vices, 
and the ſimplicity of their own 
manners, threw them into the arms 
of a baſe enemy. In vain had im- 
mence tracts of land and water ſepa- 
rated the cities of the ſun from our 


world, 


xxxii 

world, for they became our prey, 
and even the moſt n part of 
our dominions. 


What a ſight to the Spaniards 


were the gardens of the temple of 
the ſun! where the trees, fruits and 


flowers were of ſolid gold, and work- 
ed with an art unknown to Euro- 
peans. The walls of the yy 
itfelf lined with the ſame metal : 
infinite number of ſtatues 3 
with precious ſtones, and an im- 
menſe quantity of other treaſures, 
till then unknown, dazzled the con- 
querors of that unhappy people, and 
made them forget, in the midſt of 
their cruelties, that the Peruvians 
uVere men. 

An analyſis of the manners of 
theſe unfortunate people, equally 
conciſe with that we have here 

given 
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given of their calamities, {hall finiſh 
that introduction which was thought 
neceſlary to the ſubſequent let- 
ters. 8 5 

The Peruvians were in g general of 
an ingenuous and W diſpo- 
ſition - the attachment which they 
had to their religion, made them 
rigid obſervers of the laws, for they 
regarded them as the work of Man- 
cocapac, tae fon of that luminary 

which they adored. 

Though the ſun was the only 
god to whom they erected temples, 
yet they acknowledged, as ſuperior 
to him, a God the Creator, whom 
they called Pachacamac; and this 
was with them the ſupreme appel- 
lation, was rarely pronounced, and 
always accompanied with ſigns of 
the moſt awful admiration, They _ | 

b5 | had 
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had moreover a great veneration for 
the moon, which they regarded as 
the wife and ſiſter of the ſun. They 


conſidered her alſo as the mother 


of all things; but they believed, as 


do all the Indians, that ſhe would 
cauſe the diſſolution of the world, 
by falling upon the earth, and there- 


by deſtroying it. The thunder, 
which they called Yalpor, and the 


lightening, paſſed among them as 
miniſters of juſtice to the ſun; and 
this idea contributed not a little to 
inſpire them with that awful re- 
fpe&t they had for the firſt Spani- 
ards, whoſe fire arms they took to 


be the inſtruments of thunder. 


The opinion of the immortality 


of the ſoul was eſtabliſhed among 


the Peruvians, They ſuppoſed, as 
do the Fg part of the Indians, 
that 


- 


* 


that the ſoul went into ſome un- 


known regions, where it was re— 
warded or puniſhed according to its 
merit. . 
Gold, and all that was the moſt 
precious among them, compoſed 
the offerings which they made to 
the ſun. The Raymi was the princi- 


pal feaſt of that god, to whom 


they preſented a cup of mays, a kind 
of ſtrong liquor, which they were 
skilful in extracting from one of 


their plants, and of which f they 


drank even to intoxication after 


their ſacrifices. 


To the Temple of the Sun there 


were a hundred doors. The reign- 


ing Inca, whom they called Capa 
Inca, had the ſole right of opening 


theſe doors: and alſo to him alone 


belonged the right of penetrating 


into 
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into the interior parts of the tem- 


The virgins, who were devoted to 


Sun, were there educated, almoſt 
from their birth; and they there 


preſerved a perpetual virginity, un- 


der the conduct of their mamas, or 


governors; unleſs when the law had 
ordained any one of them to eſpouſe 
the Inca, who was always to 


marry his ſiſter, or when he had no 


ſiſter, the firſt princeſs of the blood, 
who was a virgin of the Sun, One 
of the principal occupations of theſe 
virgins was to prepare the diadems 
for the Incas,of which a ſort of fringe 
compoſed the only ornament. 
This temple was decorated with 


the different idols of nations who 


had ſubmitred to the Incas, aſter 
they had been made to embrace 
the 


inn 


the worſhip of the ſun. The rich- 
I neſs of the metals, and of the pre- 


cious ſtones with which it was em- 
belliſhed, gave it a magnificence and 
ſplendor worthy of that divinity to 
whom it was conſecrated. _ 

'The obedience and reverence of 
the Peruvians for their king, was 
founded on the beleif that the Sun 
was the father of their monarchs; 
but their fidelity and affection for 
them was the fruit of the virtue 
and equitable government of the 
Incas themſelves. _ 

The youths of the country were 
educated with all that care which 
the happy fimplicity of their morals 
inſpired. Subordination was -there 
ſubmitted to with alacrity, be— 
cauſe they were early accuſtomed to 
it, and tyranny and pride had there 
no 
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no place. Modeſty and mutual 
affection were the firſt principles of 
their education. Careful to correct 
each error in its infancy, they who 
had the charge of their youth, either 
ſuppreſſed a riſing paſſion, or turn- 
ed it to the advantage of ſociety. 
There are ſome virtues which neceſ- 
ſarily include many others. To 
give an idea of thoſe of the Peru- 
vians, it is ſufficient to ſay, that be- 
fore the deſcent of the Spaniards, it Þ 
paſſes for an indiſputable fact, that 
no Peruvian was ever known to 

g utter a falſity. E 
| The Amutas, or philoſophers of 


i that nation, taught their .youths the a 
ll diſcoveries they had made in the 1 
[| ſciences. The Peruvians were yet 

| in the infancy of that ſort of know- 

| ledge: 
| : 
| 
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ledge: they were however in the 5 

E full vigor of happineſs. 

t This people had leſs information, 

} leſs knowledge, fewer arts than we | 
r have, and yet they had ſufficient to | 
= provide them with every neceſſary | 
7. of life. The quapas or quipos* ſerv- | 
{ ed them inſtead of our writing. | 
0 Strings of cotton or of guts, with | 
Which other ſtrings of different co- | 
- | lours were united, reminded them, | 
it by means of knots placed at certain 
at Þ diſtances, of things they deſired to q 
to remember. By the help of theſe | 


they preſerved their annals, their 
of codes, their rituals &c. They had 
alſo public officers whom they call- 
he ed Puipocamaios, to the care of 


yet whom 
18 wy | 
* * The quipos of Peru were alſo in uſe with many 


other nations of South America. — 
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whom their quipos were committed. 


The finances, the disburſements, the 
tributes, all matters, all combina- 
tions, were as eaſily regulated by 


quipos, as they could have been by 
writing. 

The ſage legiſlator of Pere, Man- 
cocapac, had inſtituted the culture 
of the earth as a ſacred right ; they 
enjoyed their lands in common, and 
the days of their labour were the 
days of feſtivity. Canals of a pro- 
digious extent, diſtributed every 
where refreſhment and fertility ; and 
what is ſcarce credible, withoùt any 
inſtrument of iron or ſtee}, but by 
the mere force of labour, theſe peo- 
ple were able to overthrow rocks, 
and cut through the higheſt moun- 
tains, in order to carry their ſtu- 
penduous a aquaducts, or their public 

roads, 


„ 


roads, through every part of their 
dominions. 


The Peruvians knew as much of 


geometry as was neceſſary to mea- 


ſure and divide their lands. Phyſick 
| was there unknown as a ſcience, 
| though they had ſome medical ſe- 
| crets which were practiſed on Par- 
ticular occaſions. 


Garcilaſſo reports, that hes had 
a ſort of muſic, and even ſome kinds 
of poetry. Their poets, whom they 
called Haſavec, compoſed a ſpecies 
of tragedy and comedy, which the 


ſons of the caciques*, or the cura- 
cas f repreſented, during their feſti- 


val 

*The caciques were a z ſort of governors of pro- 
vinces. 

+ Sovereigns of a ſmall territory. Theſe never 
appeared before the incas and the queens, without 
offering them a tribute of the curioſities which the 
province where they commanded produced. 


— —— — — — —_— 
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1 
val times, before the incas and the 
court. 

Morality, and the knowledge of. 
the laws neceſſary to the welfare of 
ſociety, were therefore the only 
ſciences in which the Peruvians ap- 
pear to have been well skilled.“ It 
mult be allowed (ſays an hiſtorian“) 
that they have made ſuch great ad- 
vances in the ſcience of policy, 
and have eſtabliſhed ſo ſolid an 
ceconomy, that there will be found 
but few nations who can boaſt of 
having excelled them in theſe mat- 
ters. 
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JZ 4! my dear Aza! the cries of thy 
tender Zilia, like a morning vapour, 

| exhale and are diſſipated before they arrive 
in thy preſence: in vain I call thee to my 
| ſuccour ; in vain I expect thy love to come, 
ö and break the chains of my ſlavery: alas 
| perhaps the misfortunes I am yet ignorant 
of are the moſt terrible ! perhaps thy woes 
| ſurpaſs even mine | 
The city of the Sun, 3 to the 
ſury of a barbarous nation, ſhould make 


B my 


4-4-1 

my eyes overflow with tears; but my grief, 

my tears, my deſpair, are for thee alone. 
Dear ſoul of my life, what wert thou do- 


ing in that ſrightful tumult ? Was thy cou- 


rage fatal or uſcleſs to thee ? Cruel alter- 
native! deſtracting anxiety! O my dear 
Aza, mayeſt thou yet live in ſafety, and 


may I ſink, if it be needful, under the ills 


that oppreſs me. 


Since the terrible moment (which ſhould 


have been ſnatched out of the chain of time, 


and replunged into the eternal ideas) fince 


the moment of horror wherein theſe impious 


| ſavages bore me away from the worſhip of 


the tun, from myſelf, from thy love; retained 


in cloſe captivity, deprived of all communica- 


tion, ignorant of the language of theſe fierce 


men; I experience only the effects of mis- 
fortune, without being able to diſcover the 


cauſe of it. Plunged in an abyſs of obſcu- 
rity, my days reſemble the moſt dreadful 


nights. 


Far rrom being affected with my com- 


Plants, my ravilhers are not touch'd even 
with 
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with my tears; equally deaf to my lan- 

guage, and to the cries of my deſpair. 
What people are there ſo ſavage as to be 

unmoved at the ſigns of anguiſh ? What 


? dreary deſart could produce human beings 
inſenſible to the voice of groaning Nature? 


O the barbarians, ſavage maſters of the 
thunder *, and of the power to extermi- 
nate; cruelty is the ſole guide of their 
actions. Axa! how wilt thou eſcape their 
fury? Where art thou? in what ſituation ? 
If my life is dear to thee, inform me of my 
deſtiny. 
Alas! how is mine changed. _ Whence 
can it be, that days, in themſelves ſo like 
one another, ſhould, with reſpect to me, have 


| ſuch fatal differences? Time rolls on, dark- 
| neſs ſucceeds light, nothing in nature appears 


out of order; but I, of late ſupremely hap- 
py, lo I am fallen into the horror of de- 


| ſpair! nor was there an interval to prepare 


me for this fearful change. 
T1.” Thou 


* Alluding to the cannon, 


6 
Thou knoweſt, O delight of my heart, 
that on that terrible day, that day for ever 


dtteadful, the triumph of our union was to have 


ſhone forth. Scarce did it begin to appear, 
when impatient to execute a project which 
my tenderneſs had inſpired me with in the 
night, I ran to my Quipes *, and, taking 
advantage of the ſilence which then reign- 
ed in the temple, haſtened to knot them, 


in hopes that by their aſſiſtance J might 
render immortal the hiſtory of our love and 


our felicity. 
As I proceeded in my work; the under- 
taking appeared to me leſs difficult : the 


clue of innumerable threads by degrees 


grew under my fingers a faithful painting 
of our actions and our ſentiments; as it 
was heretofore the interpreter of our thoughts 


during 


"A oreat number of firings of different colours, 
which the Indians uſe for want of writing, in account- 
ing the pay of their troops, and the number of their 
people. Some authors pretend, that they make uſe of 


them alſo to tranſmit to poſterity the memorable ac- 
tions of their /nca's; 
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and put my heart in a flutter, I thought 


free paſſage to the ſun of my days: preci- 


foot; our affrighted virgins flying before a 


5 


during the long intervals of our abſence 
from each other. Wholly taken up with 
my employment, I forgot how time paſſed, 
when a confuſed noiſe awakened my ſpirits, 


the happy moment was arrived, and that 
the hundred gates“ were opening to give a 


pitately I hid my Quipos under 2 lappet of 
my robe, and ran to meet the. 

But how horrible was the ſpectacle that 
appeared before my eyes? The fearful idea 
of it will never be effaced out of my me- 
mory. 

The pavement of the temple ſtained wich 
blood; the i image of the ſun trodden under 


troop of furious ſoldiers, who maſſacred all 
that oppoled their paſſage ; our Mamas . 
e under their wounds, their garments 


{till 
In the temple of the Sun were a hundred gatcs, 
which the Inca only had power to have opened, 


+ A kind of Governaores over the virgins of the 
Sun. 
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ſtill burning with the fire of the thunder; 
the groans of diſmay, the cries of rage, 
ſpreading dread and horror on every fide, 
brought me at laſt to a ſenſe of my miſery. 
Being returned to myſelf, I found that 
by a natural, and almoſt involuntary mo- 
tion, I was got behind the altar, which I 
embraced. There I ſaw the barbarians pal 
by : I did not dare to give free paſſage to 
my panting breath, for fear it ſhould coſt 
me my life. I remarked, however, that 
the effects of their cruelty abated at the 
iight of the precious ornaments that over- 


ſpread the temple ; that they ſeized thoſe 


whoſe luſtre ſtruck them moſt ſenſibly ; and 


that they even plucked off the plates of 


gold that lined the walls. I judged that 
theft was the motive of their barbarity, and 
that, to avoid death, my only way was to 
conceal myſelf from their ſight. I deſign- 
ed to have got out of the temple, to have 
been conducted to thy palace, to have de- 
manded ſuccour of the Capa Inca, and an 

aſylum 


* The general name of the reigning Incas. 
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aſylum for my companions and me : but no 


ſooner did I attempt to ſtir, than I was ar- 


reſted. Oh my dear Aza ! then did I trem- 
ble | theſe impious men dared to lay their 
hands upon the daughter of the ſun. 

Torn from the ſacred abode, dragged ig- 
nominiouſly out of the temple, I ſaw for the 
firſt time the threſhold of the celeſtial gate, 
whick I ought not to have paſſed but with 
the enſigns of royalty “. Inſtead of the 
flowers which ſhould have been ſtrewed un- 
der my feet, I ſaw the ways covered with 
blood and carnage : inſtead of the honours | 


of the throne, which I was to have par- 


taken of with thee ; I find myſelf a ſlave 
under the laws of tyranny, ſhut up in an 
obſcure priſon, the place that I occupy * 
the univerſe is bounded by the extent of 
my being. A mat, bathed with tears, re- 
ceives my body fatigued by the torments 


of my ſoul: But dear ſupport of my life, 


— 


* The virgins conſecrated to the Sun entered the 


{ temple almoſt as ſoon as born, and never came out till 


the day of their marriage, 
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1 
how light will all theſe evils be to me, if 1 
can bur learn that thou yet breatheſt. 
In the midſt of this horrible deſolation, J 
know not by what happy chance I have 
preſerved my Quipos. I have them in poſ- 
ſeſſion, my dear Az⁊a . they are the treaſure 
of my heart, as they ſerve to interpret 
both thy love and mine: the fame knots Þ 
which ſhall inform thee of my exiſtence, 
changing their form under thy hands, will 
inſtruct me alſo in my deſtiny, Alas! by 
what way ſhall I convey them to thee ? By 
what addreſs can they be reſtored to me 
again? I am ignorant at preſent : but the 
ſame underſtanding which taught us their 
uſe, will ſuggeſt to us the means to deceive 
our tyrants. Whoever the faithful Chagui * 
may be that ſhall bring thee this precious 
depoſit, I ſhall envy his happineſs. He will 
ſee thee, my dear Axa; and I would give 
all the days allotted me by the ſun to en- 
joy thy preſence one moment. 


LET- 
*Meſſengor. 
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18 
LETTER I. 
AY the tree of virtue, my dear Aza, 
for ever ſpread its ſhadow over the 


pious citizen who received under my window 
the myſterious tiſſue of my thoughts, and 


F delivered it into thy hands. May Pace- 


Camac Þ prolong his years, as the recom- 
pence of his addreſs in conveying to me 
divine pleaſures with thy anſwer. 155 

The treaſures of love are open to me; I 
draw from thence a delicious joy that ine- 
briates my ſoul. While I unravel the ſecrets 
of thy heart, my own bathes itſelf in a ſea 
of perfumes. Thou liveſt, and the chains 
that were to unite us are not broken. So 


| much felicity was the object of my deſires, 


but not of my hopes. 
Whilſt I abandoned all thought of my- 


ſelf,! my fears for thee deprived me of all 


4 plea- 


+ The Creator God, more powerful than the Sun, 


E205 


pleaſure. Thou reſtoreſt to me all that! 


had loſt. 1 taſte deep draughts of the ſweet 
ſatisfaction of pleaſing thee, of being prail- 
ed by thee, of being approved by him ! 
love. But, dear Aza, while I ſwim in theſe 
delights, I do not forget that J owe to thee 
what I am. As the roſe draws his brilliant 
colours from the rays of the ſun, ſo the 
charms which pleaſe thee in my ſpirit and 
| ſentiments are the benefits of thy luminous 
genius; nothing is mine, but my tender- 
neſs. | 


If thou hadſt been an ordinary man, | 


had remained in that ignorance to which 
my ſex is condemned ; but thou, not the 
ſlave of cuſtom, haſt broken the barrier, in 
order to elevate me to thyſelf, Thou didit 
not ſuffer a being like thy own, to be con- 
fined to the humble advantage of only giv- 
ing life to thy poſterity : it was thy pleaſure 
that our Amutasò ſhould adorn my _under- 
ſtanding with their ſublime intelligences. 
But O light of my life, could I have re— 
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ſolved to abandon my tranquil ignorance, 
and engage in the painful occupation of 


ſtudy, had it not been for the deſire of 


pleaſing thee? Without a deſire to merit 


thy eſteem, thy confidence, thy reſpect, by 


virtues which fortify love, and which love 
renders voluptuous, I had been only the 
object of thy eyes; abſence would already 


have effaced me out of thy remembrance. 


But, alas! if thou loveſt me ſtill, why 
am I in ſlavery? Caſting a look upon the 
walls of my priſon, my joy diſappears, hor- 
ror ſeizes me, and my fears are renewed. 
They have not robbed thee of liberty, yet 
thou comeſt not to my ſuccour : Thou haſt 
been informed of my ſituation, and it is not 
changed. No, my dear Aza, among thoſe | 
ſavage people, whom thou calleſt Spaniards, 
thou art not ſo free as thou imagineſt thy- 
ſelf. I behold as many ſigns of ſlavery in 
the honours which they render nes as in 
my own captivity. 

Thy goodneſs ſeduces thee z thou thinkeſt 
the promiſes, which thoſe barbarians make 
thee 


1 2 1 

thee by their interpreters, ſincere, becauſe 
thy own words are inviolable; but I, who 
underſtand not their language, whom they 
think not worthy to be deceived, behold 
Their actions. 

Thy ſubjects take them for gods, and join 
their party. O my dear Axa, wretched the 
people who are determined by fear! Extri- 
cate thyſelf from thy error, and ſuſpect the 
falſe goodneſs of theſe foreigners. Aban- 
don thy empire, ſince the Incha Viracocha * 
has predicted its deſtruction. 
| Redeem thy life and thy liberty at the 
price of thy power, thy grandeur, and thy 


treaſures : the gifts of nature alone will then 


remain to thee, and our days ſhall paſs in 
ſafety. N 

Rich in the poſſeſſion of our hearts, great 
by our virtues, powerful by our modera- 
tion, 


Viracecha was looked upon as a God, and the 
Indians firmly believe that at his death he predicted 


that the Spaniards ſhould dethrone one of his deſcen- 
dants, 
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2 4 tion, we mall in a cottage enjoy the heaven, 
we earth, and our mutual tenderneſs. 

V [7 Thou wilt be more a king in reigning 
i Þ over my ſoul, than in doubting of the af- 


N 


fection of a people without number: my 
n . ſubmiſſion to thy will ſhall cauſe thee to en- 


e [| joy, without tyranny, the undiſputed right 
i- F of commanding. While I obey thee, I will 
tC 3 make thy empire reſound with my joyous 
1- I ſongs; thy diadem “ ſhall be always the 
* i work of my hands, and thou ſhalt loſe no- 


| thing of royalty but the cares and fatigues. 
ne f How often, dear ſoul of my life, haſt 
iy chou complained of che duties of thy rank ? 
en | How have the ceremonies, which accom- 
in panied thy viſits, made thee envy the lot 
| | of thy ſubjects? Thy wiſh was to live for 
at | me only. Art thou now afraid to loſe ſo 
ra- many conſtraints? Shall I be no more 


»n, that Zilia, whom thou preferredſt to 
[thy empire? I cannot entertain the 

mr" thought: 

ed 

cen- 


* The diadem of che Inca's was a kind of fringe 
wrought by the e of the Sun. 


6:63 
thought: my heart is not changed, and wiy 
ſhould there be a change in thine? 

J love; the ſame Axa who reigned in my 
heart the firſt moment I ſaw him, is for ever 
before me: continually do my thoughts Þ 

recall that happy day, when thy father, my 
ſovereign lord, gave thee for the firſt time a 
ſhare of that power, reſerved for him only, of 
entering the inner part of the temple*. Fancy Þ | 
ſtill figures to me the agreeable ſpectacle of 
our virgins, who, being there aſſembled, 
received a new luſtre from the admirable 
order that reigns among them: fo in a gar 
den we fee the arrangement of the. finel: 
flowers add a brilliancy to their beauty. 

Thou appearedſt in the midſt of us like 

a riſing fun, whoſe tender light prepares 
the ſerenity of a fine day: the fire of thy 
eyes overſpread our cheeks with the bluſhe: 
of modeſty, and our looks were held cap: 
tive in ſweet confuſion : thy. eyes, at tht 
ſame 
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E ; 
ſame time, ſhot forth a brilliant joy; for 
never before had they met ſo many beauties 


[ together. The Capa- Inca was the only man 
we had till then ſeen. 


Aſtoniſhment and 


ſilence reigned on every ſide, I know not 


what were the thoughts of my companions : 


but the ſentiments that attacked my own 


| heart, who can expreſs ? For the firſt time 1 


had the united ſenſe of trouble, inquietude, 
Confuſed with the agitations 


i of my ſoul, I was going to hide myſelf from 
| thy fight 
| wards me, and I was retained by reſpect. 
f O my dear Aa, the remembrance of this 
| firſt moment of my happineſs will be al- 
ways dear to me. 
like the melodious chanting of our hymns, 


: but thou turnedſt thy ſteps to- 


The ſound of thy voice, 


conveyed into my veins that ſoft tremor, 


| and holy reſpect, which is inſpired by the 


preſence of the divinity, 
Trembling, diſmay'd, my timidity had 
taken from me even the uſe of my ſpeech : 
but, embolden'd at laſt by the ſoftneſs of 
thy words, 1 dared to lift up my looks to- 
wards 
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Wards thee, and meet thine, No, death it. 
{elf ſhall never efface from my memory the 


principle, but that of fire, could have tranſ- 
mitted betwixt us this lively intelligence of 
hearts, which was communicated, ſpread, 
and felt with an inexplicable rapidity ? 


nation full of the ſublime theology of our 


E 


2 


tender movements of our ſouls at this meet- 


ing, and how in an inſtant they | were blend- F 
<a 3 


If we could doubt of our original, my 
dear za, this glance of light would have 
deſtroyed our uncertainty, What other 


„ 
5 * 


I was too ignorant of the effects of love, 
not to be deceived by it. With an imagi— 


Cucipatas *, I took the fire which animated 
me for a e agitation; I thought the 
Sun had manifeſted to me his will by thee 
his organ, that he choſe me for his ſelected 
ſpouſe ! I ſighed in rapture :—but after thy 
departure, examining my heart, I found 


there nothing but thy image. In, 
What 2 

: the 

| * Prieſts of the Sun, a y 
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What a change, my dear Axa, did thy 
preſence make in me! All objects appeared 


to me new, and it ſeemed as if I now ſaw 
my fellow virgins the firſt time. How di d 


their beauty brighten! 1 could not bear 
their preſence, but, retiring aſide, gave way 
to the anxiety of my ſoul, when one of 
them came to waken me out of my reverie, 


5 by giving me freſh matter to heighten it: 
© ſhe informed me, that, being thy neareſt 
relation I was deſtined to be thy wife, as 
9 ſoon as my age would permit that union. 


1 was ignorant of the laws of thy em- 


pire “; but, after I had ſeen thee, my heart 
was too much enlightened not to have the 
idea of happineſs in an union with thee, 
| Far, however, from knowing the whole 
; extent of this union, and accuſtomed to the 
| facred name of Spouſe of the Sun, my hopes 
were bounded to the ſeeing of thee daily, 


the 


* The laws of the Indians obliged the Incas to 
marry their ſiſters; and when they had none, to take 
the firſt princeſs of the blood of the [cas that was 
a ye of the Sun, 
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the adoring of thee, and offering my vows | 


to thee, as tc that divinity. 


Thou, my amiable Aza, thou thyſeli 


filledſt up the meaſure of my delight, by 
informing me that the auguſt rank of thy 
wife would aſſociate me to thy heart, to thy 
throne, to thy glory, to thy virtues z that | 
ſhould inceſſantly enjoy thoſe ſo precious 
converſations, thoſe converiations ſo ſhor! 
In proportion to our deſires, which would 
adorn my mind with the perfections cf 
thy ſoul; and add to my felicity the delici- 
ous hope of being hereafter a happineſs to 
hee, 
O my dear Axa, how flattering to my 
heart was that impatience of thine, ſo often 
expreſſed on account of my youth, which 
retarded our union! How long did the 
courſe of two years appear to thee, and ye! 
how ſhort was their duration! Alas! the 
fortunate moment was arrived! What fata: 
lity rendered it ſo woeful ? What God was 
it who puniſhed innocence and virtue in 
this manner ? or, what infernal power ſepa- 
rated 


{1 


1 1 


| rated us from ourſelves! ? Horror ſeizes me, 
5 my heart is rent, my tears bedew my 
. 1 work. Aa my dear Axa 
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T is thou, dear light of my ſoul, it is 
thou who calleſt me back to life. Would 
þ preſerve it, if I was not ſure that death, 
by a ſingle ſtroke, would mow down thy 
3 days and mine ? I touched the moment in 
which the ſpark of divine fire, wherewith 
the ſun animates our being, was going to 
expire. Laborious nature was already pre- 
| paring to give another form to that portion 


| of matter which belonged to her in me: I 
| was dying; thou waſt loſing for ever half 
| of thyſelf, when my love reſtored my life, 
which I now ſacrifice to thee. But how can 


[1 inform thee of the ſurpriſing things chat 
| have happened to me? How ſhall I call 
back ideas that were confuſed even when J 


received them, and which the time that is 
lince paſſed renders ſtill leſs intelligible ? 
___ Scarcely, 


4 20 


Scarcely, my dear Aza, had 1 entruſteiſ 


our faithful Chagui with the laſt tiſſue d I. 
my thoughts, when I heard a gre:t motiay . 
v. 


in our habitation: about midnight two di 
my raviſhers came to hurry me out of m 
gloomy retreat, with as much violence , 
they had employed in matching me fron 
the temple of the Sun. 
Though the night was very dark, ther x 
made me travel fo tar, that, finking unde 1 
the fatigue, they were obliged to carry m 
into a houſe, which I could perceive, nd: 
withſtanding the obſcurity, it was exceed 
ing difficult to get into. 
1 was thruſt into a place more ſtrait ant 
inconvenient than my priſon had been. Ah 
my dear Axa] could I perſuade thee d 
what I do not comprehend myſelf, if tho! 
wert not aſſured that a lie never ſullied the 
lips of a child of the Sun“? 
This houſe, which J judged to be vet) 
great by the quantity of people it contait 
ed, was not fixed to the ground, but being 


* 


It paſſes for certain that no Peruvian ever lied. 


[ 21 ] 
& it were ſuſpended, kept in a continual. 
Klancing motion. 


3 k O light of my mind, Ticaiviracocha ſhould 
1 Have filled my ſoul like thine with his di- 
) off 


i ine ſcience, to have enabled me to com- 
ehend this prodigy. All that I know of 
it is, that this dwelling was not built by a 
King friendly to mankind: for ſome mo- 
Wents after J had entered it, the continual 
2 Motion of it, joined to a noxious ſmell, 
ade me fo violently ill, that I am ſurpriz- 
N "| L | did not die of the malady. This was 
the beginning 'only of my pains. 
A pretty long time paſſed, and I had no 
pnſiderable offering; when one morning 
Iwas frighted out of fleep by a noiſe more 
deous than that of 7a/pa. Our habitation _ 
ceived ſuch ſhocks as the earth will ex- 
rience, when the moon by her fall ſhall 
duce the univerſe to duſt *, The cries of 
man voices, Joined to this wild uproar, 
rendered 
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The Indians believe that the end of the world 

| be brought about by the fall of the moon upon 
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moſt exceſs, when I ſaw a company of men 
in fury, with bloody countenances and 


tacle; my ſtrength and underſtanding let 5 


ed, I found myſelf in a pretty handſom 
bed, ſurrounded by ſeveral ſavages, who 
were not, however, any of the cruel Spa 1 
niards. 


about? 1 ſhut my eyes, the better to reco!: 


rendered it ſtill more frightful. My ſenſes, a 


ſeized with a ſecret horror, conveyed to my] In 


foul nothing but the idea of deſtruction, f 
not of myſelf only, but of all nature. . | 


thought the peril univerſal ; I trembled for fn 
thy life : my dread grew at laſt to the ut- bre 


cloaths, ruſh tumultuouſly into my cham: 
ber. I could not ſupport the terrible ſpec 


me: till am I ignorant of the conſequence L 
of this terrible event, But when I recover. 


Canſt thou imagine to thyſelf my ſurprize, N 

when I found myſelf in a new dwelling, h 
mong new men, without being able to com. 
prehend how this change could be brought 


le& myſelf, and be aſſured whether I wi 


allye T 
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LIME 
es, Five, or whether my ſoul had not quitced 
wy J : py body to paſs into unknown regions *. 
o, 1 confeſs to thee, dear idol of my heart, 
[ [1 mat, fatigued with an odious life, diſheart- _ 
£7 ened at ſuffering torments of every kind, 
ut. preſſed down under the weight of my hor- 
| idle deſtiny, I regarded with indifference 
t e end of my being which J felt approach- 
am be: 1 conſtantly refuſed all the ſuſtenance 
a at was offered me, and in a few days was 
on the verge of the fatal term, which I be- 
held without regret. 
| The decay of my ſtrength annihilated my 
{ ntiments : already my enfeebled imagina- 
t gon received no images but like thoſe of 8 
light deſign traced by a trembling hand; 
ready the objects which had moſt de 
de, excited in me only that vague ſenſation 
85 v Which we feel when we indu'ge to an 
com- ddeterminate reverie: almoſt I was no more, 
ougn his ſtate, my dear Axa, is not ſo uneaſy 


recol-i . 1 
1 wil — = 
allve, The Indians believe that the ſoul, after death, 


es into unknown places, to be there recompenſed or 
ſhed according to its deſerts, 


1 24 ] 1 

as it is thought. At a diſtance it frighten; Þ* 
us, becauſe we think of it with all our 4 t 
powers: when it is arrived, enfeebled by 
the gradations of pain which conduct us to by b 
it, the deciſive moment appears only as then 
moment of repoſe. A natural propeaſity i 
which carries us towards futurity, even that N { 
futurity which will never exiſt for us, re- b 
animated my ſpirit, and tranſported it into i 0 
thy palace. I thought I arrived there at th 
the inſtant when thou hadſt received the . 
news of my death. I repreſented to myſef 
thy pale disfigured image, ſuch as lily ap- 
pears when ſcorched by the burning heat i 
noon. Is the moſt tender love then ſome- 
times barbarous ? I rejoiced at thy gef 
and excited it by ſorrowful adieus. I found | 5 
a ſweetneſs, perhaps a pleaſure, in diffuſing | do 
the poiſon of regret over thy days; and the 
ſame love which rendered me cruel, tou de 
my heart by the horror of thy pains. Ai © 
laſt, awaken'd as from a profound ſleep, p- C 
netrated with thy agony, trembling for tl 
4) : life 
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© 
I tt, I called. for help, and again beheld 


; che light. 


Shall I ſee thee again, thou, the dear ar- 


| | biter of my exiſtence? Alas! who can aſſure 
; p me of it. I know not where I am : perhaps 
it is far diſtant from thee ! But ſhould we be 
ſeparated by the immenſe ſpaces inhabited 
by the children of the Sun, the light cloud 
of my thoughts ſhall hover inceſſantly about 
[7 thee. 


Met. * 


LETTER I 


\ \ THarzvzr the love of life be, my 


at of I 


| extinguiſhes it, The contempt in which 


dear Aza, pains diminiſh, deſpair 


nature ſeems to hold our being, by aban- 
| | doning it to deſpair, ſhocks us at firſt: 
| afterwards, the impoſſibility of working our 
| deliverance proves ſuch an humbling cir- 


cumſtance, that it leads us to a diſguſt of 


ourſelves. 
I live no longer in, nor for, myſelf : 
every inſtant in which I breathe, is a facri- 
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| fice which I make to thy love, and from 
day to day it becomes more painful. #7 
time bring ſome ſolace to the ills that con- 
ſume me, far from clearing up my preſent . 
condition, it ſeems to render 1t more ob- 
ſcure. All that ſurrounds me is unknown, 
all is new, all engages my curioſity, 
and nothing can ſatisfy it. In vain I em- 
_ ploy my attention and efforts to underſtand 
or be underſtood ; both are equally impot: 
{ible to me. Wearied with ſo many fruit. 
leſs pains, I thought to dry up the ſource 
of them, by depriving my eyes of the im- 
preſſions they receive from objects. I per: 
liſted for ſome time in keeping them ſhut: 
but the voluntary darkneſs, to which I con- 
demned myſelf, ſerved only to relieve my 
modeſty : offended continually at the pre- 1 
ſence of theſe men, whoſe officious kind- 
neſſes are ſo many torments, my ſoul was 
not the leſs agitated: ſhut up in myſelf, 
my inquietudes were not the leſs ſharp, and 
the deſire to expreſs them was the more vio- 
lent. On the ortier hand, the impoſſibility 
of 
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f 1 anguiſh over my organs, which is not leſs 
: 4 inſupportable than the pains which a more 
x vp arent reality would cauſe. How cruel 


b. 3 this ſituation ? 


i ag ſome words of the ſavage Spaniards ; 
I found ſome agreement with our auguſt 
Wn language; I flattered myſelf that in a ſhort 
time I ſhould come to explain myſelf with 
. | them. Far from finding the ſame advan- 


Ire tage UNUng my new tyrants, they expreſs 


themſelves with ſo much rapidity that I 
cannot even diſtinguiſn the inflexions of 
their voice. All circumſtances make me 


4 apparent character, one eaſily divines that 
8 1 Pachacamac has diſtributed to them i in great 


lifproportion the elements of which he 


ir of the firſt ſnews that they are compoſed 
ff the ſame matter as the hardeſt metals. 


| of making myſelf underſtood, ſpread an 


Alas! I thought 1 had begun to under- 


Hadge that they are not of the ſame nation; 
kad by the difference of their manners and 


armed human kind. The grave and fierce 


Theſe ſeem to have liped out of the hands 
C 2 of 
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of the creator the moment. he had collect 
together only air and fire for their rm 7 
The ſcornful eyes the gloomy and tranquil 
mein of the former, ſhewed ſufficiently tial 
they were cruel in cold blood; which th: xo 
; inhumanity of their actions has too wel | 
proved. The ſmiling countenance of the me 
latter, the ſweetneſs of their looks, a certau Fe 
haſte in all their actions, which ſeems to be u 
a haſte of good-will, prevents me in their : 
favour, but I remark contradictions in their . 


conduct which ſuſpends my judgment. 
Two of theſe ſavages ſeldom quit tie . 
ſides of my bed: one, which I gueſs to bu 
the Cacique “ by his air of grandeur, ſeem T 
to ſhew me, in his way, a great deal d ſupe 
reſpect: the other gives me part of the ey 
ſiſtance which my malady requires; buſe 
his goodneſs is ſevere, his ſuccours ar out 
cruel, and his familiarity imperious. he 
The moment when, recovered from ni fer 


fit, I found myſelf i in their power, this lan ft 
̃ 10 out 
| 55 ccup 
Cacique is a kind of governor of a province. 


4 


— — — —— 


F 

ter (for I have obſerved him well) more 
| bold than the reſt, would take me by the 
a band, which I drew away with inexpreſſible 
the . onfuſion. He ſeemed to be ſarprized at 
'ell E y reſiſtance, and without any regard to my 
tie modeſty, took hold of it again immediately. 
ain [i eeble, dying, and ſpeaking only ſuch 
) be words as were not underſtood, could I hin- 
ider him? He held it, my dear Aza, as long 
s he thought proper; and ſince that time, 
. L am. obliged to give it him myſelf ſeveral | 
L times every day, in order to avoid ſuch diſ- 
Putes as always turn to my diſadvantage. 

| This kind of ceremony ſeems to me a 
ſuperſtition of theſe people: they imagine 
ey find ſomething there which indicates 
e nature of a diſtemper ; but it muſt 
Joubtleſs be their own nation that feel 
be effects of it: for I perceive none; I 
fer continually by an inward fire thar 
onſumes me, and have ſcarce. ſtrength 
nough left to knot my Quipos. In this 
cupation [ employ as much time as my 
ce. weakneſs 


The Indians have no knowledge of phyſick. 


which I imagine they have with words, 


love, aſſure thee of my vows and my ten. 
dernefs : the ſweet error is my ſupport, and 


thy abſence. Given up thus intirely to my 
| tenderneſs, there is not one of my momenu if d 
which belongs not to thee. 


„ 
weakneſs will permit me: the knots, whic|, 
ſtrike my ſenſes, ſeem to give more reality 
to my thoughts : the kind of reſemblance 


cauſes an Wan which deceives my pain: 
I think I ſpeak to thee, tell thee of my 


my life. If the exceſs of my burthen ob- 
liges me to interrupt my work, I groan at 


Alas! what other uſe can 1 make of 
them? O my dear Aza ! if thou wert nol 
the maſter of my foul ; if the chains of love 
did not bind me inſeparably to thee; 
plunged in an abyſs of obſcurity, could! 
turn my thoughts away from the light d 
my life? Thou art the ſun of my days} 
though enlighteneſt them; thou prolongeſ 
them, and they are thine. Thou cheriſheFi 
me, and I ſuffer myſelf to live, Wha 

wil 


1 * 
vil thou do for me ? Thou loveſt me, 
and I have my reward. 


L E T T ER V. 
; 'H AT have I ſaffered, my dear 
Aa, ſince I conſecrated to thee 
nd g my laſt knots ! The loſs of my Quipos was 
b-W yet wanting to complete my pains: but 
when my officious perſecutors perceived 
my that work to augment my diſorder, they 
nts deprived me of the uſe of them, 

At laſt they have reſtored to me the 
ei treaſure of my tenderneſs ; but with many 
not tears did I purchaſe it. Only this exprel- 
lo fon of my ſentiments had I remaining, the 
ee i mere ſorrowful conſolation of painting my 
ld! grief to thee: and could I loſe it, and not 
it deſpair? | 
as My ſtrange Jeftiny has ſnatched fem 
ngelſſ me even the relief which the unhappy find 
iſnelſſin ſpeaking of their pains. One is apt to 
Whathink there is pity. when one is heard, and 
wilfirom. the participation of ſorrow ariſes ſome : 
com- 
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comfort : I cannot make _ underſtood, 
and am ſurrounded with gaiety. 

I cannot even enjoy that new kind of 
entertainment to which the inability of com- 
municating my thonghts reduces me. En- 
vironed with importunate perſons, whoſe 
attentive looks diſturb the compoſed ſollici- 
| tude of my ſoul, I forget the faireſt preſent 
which nature has made us, the power to 
render our ideas impenetrable without the 
concurence of our will, I am ſometimes 
afraid that theſe curious ſavages diſcover 
the diſadvantageous reflections with which [ 
am inſpired by the odneſs of their conduct. 
One moment deſtroys the opinion which 
another had given me of their character: 
for if I am ſwayed by the frequent oppoſi- 
tion of their wills to mine, I cannot doubt 
but they believe me their ſlave, and that 

their power is tyrannical. 
Not to reckon up an infinite number of 
other contradictions, they refuſe me, my 
dear Aza, even the neceſſary aliments for 
the ſuſtenance of life, and the liberty of 
chuſing 


Ds 
Wo fo 


1 


J chufing what place I would lie in: they 
| Kip me, by a kind of violence, in the bed, 
© which is become inſupportable to me. 
| On the other ſide, if I reflect on the ex- 
| treme concern they have ſhewn for the pre- 
: ſervation of my days, and the reſpect with. 
+ © vhich the ſervices they render me are accom- 
0 | panied, I am tempted to believe that they 
e | | take me for a ſpecies ſuperior to human 
3 kind. 
r Not one of them appears before me 
vithout bending his body, more or leſs, as 
ö we uſed to do in worſhiping the Sun. The 
: | Cacique ſeems to attempt to imitate the cere- 
monial of the Incas on the days of Raymi* : 
| he kneels down very nigh my bed ſide, and 
| continues a conſiderable time in that painful 
[poſture.: ſometimes he keeps ſilent, and, A 
with his eyes caſt down, ſeems to think 
[profoundly : I ſee in his countenance that 


* 5 re- 


| *The Raymi was the principal feaſt of the Sun, When 
the Incas and prieſts adored him on their knees. 


„ i 
reſpectful confuſion which the great name? | 
inſpires us with when ſpoken aloud. If he 
finds an opportunity of taking hold of my 
hand, he puts his mouth to it with the ſame 
veneration that we have for the ſacred dia- 
demꝶ. Sometimes he utters a great num- 
ber of words, which are not at all like the 
ordinary language of his nation: the ſound 
of them is more ſoft, more diſtinct, and 
more harmonious. He joins to this that 
air of concern which is the forerunner of 
tears, thoſe ſighs which expreſs the neceſſi- 
ties of the ſoul, the moſt plaintive action, 
and all that uſually accompanies the deſire 
of obtaining favours! Alas! my dear Azz, 
if he knew me well, if he was not in ſome 
error with regard to my being, what prayer 
could he have to addreſs to me? 
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* The great name was Pachacamac, which they 
| ſpoke but — and always with 185 bgns of acore 
tion. | 

I They kiſſed the diadem of 1 in the ſame 
manner as the Roman Catholicks kiſs the ie o 
| their 2 


Te | 

_ Muſt they not be an idolatrous nation? I 
have not yet ſeen any adoration paid by them 
to the Sun : perhaps they make women the 


object of their worſhip, - Before the great 


Manco-capac* brought down to earth the 


will of the Sun, our anceſtors deified what- 
ever ſtruck them with dread or pleaſure : 
perhaps theſe ſavages feel theſe two ſenti- 


ments with regard to women. 


But if they adore me, would they add to 
my misfortunes the hideous conſtraint in 
which they keep me? No; they would 
they would obey 
I ſhould be free, 
and releaſed from this odious habitation : 1 
ſhould go in ſearch of the maſter of my 
ſoul, one of whoſe looks would efface the 


endeavour to pleaſe me; 
the tokens of my will: 


8 of all theſe misfortunes. 


The firſt Legiſlator of the Indians. 
My of the Incas, 


See the bi 
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LETTER VL 

W HAT an horrible ſurprize, my dear 

Aza ! how are our woes augment- 

ed! how deplorable i is our condition ! our 

evils are without remedy : I have only to 
tell thee of them, and to die. 

At laſt they haye permitted me to get 

up, and with haſte I availed myſelf of the 


liberty. I drew myſelf to a ſmall window, 
which I opened with all the precipitation 
that my curioſity inſpired. What did 1 


ſee ? Dear love of my life, I ſhall not find 


expreſſions, to paint the exceſs of my aſto- 


niſnment, and the incurable deſpair that 
ſeized me, when 1 diſcovered round me no- 
thing but that terrible element, the very 
ſight of which makes me tremble. 

My firſt glance did but too well inform 
me what occaſioned the troubleſome mo- 
tion of our dwelling. I am in one of thoſe. 


floating houſes which the Spaniards made 


uſe 


iD ed (OW 


tat 


© uſe of to arrive at our unhappy countries, 
and of which a very imperfect deſcription- 
had been given me. 5 
| Conceive, dear Aza, what diſmal. ideas. 
entered my ſoul with this fatal knowledge. 
I am certain that they are carrying me from 
Ethee : I breathe no more the ſame air, nor. 
do I inhabit the ſame element. Thou wilt 
ever be ignorant where I am, whether I 
Hove thee, whether I exiſt; even the diſſo- 
Hution of my being will not appear an. 
event conſiderable enough to be conveyed 
to thee, Dear arbiter of my days, of what. 
value will my life be to thee hereafter ? 
Permit me to render to the divinity an in- 
| ſopportable benefit, which 1 can no more 
tujoy: I ſhall not ſee thee _ andi will 
he no longer. 

In loſing what I love, the univerſe is an- 
f bitilated to me: it is now nothing but a 
Faſt deſart, which I fill with the cries of my 
pre. Hear them, dear object of my ten- 
[crneſs ; be touched with them, and ſuffer 
e to die! 


What 


it is not thou that makeſt me live: it is ti- 
mid Nature, which ſhuddering with horror, 
formidable . but it is over; — the moſt 
grets. 
waves my vanappy tenderneſs, my life, and 
the laſt ſentiments of my heart, which never 


admitted but thy i image, was willing to live 
but for thee, and dies full of thy love. 


5 
1 . 


What error ſeduces me? My dear Axa, 
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lends this voice, more powerful than its 
own, to retard an end which to her is always 


5 e . en. 
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ready means ſhall deliver me m her re- 


Let the ſea for ever ſwallow up in its 


my deſpair.- 
Receive, moſt unfortunate Axa, receive 


love thee, I think it, I feel it ſtill, and! 
tell it thee for the laſt tim 
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F Z A, thou haſt not loſt all: 1 breathe, 
. and thou reigneſt ſtill in one heart. 
. T he vigilance of thoſe who watch me de- 
feated my fatal deſign, and I have only the 
© ſhame left of having attempted: its execu- 
|| tion. It would be too long to inform thee of 
the circumſtances of an enterprize that 
failed as ſoon as it was projected. Should 
: I have dared ever to lift up my eyes to thee, 
if thou had been a witneſs of my paſſion ? 

My reaſon, ſubjected to deſpair, was no 
longer a ſuccour to me: my iife ſeemed to 
me worth nothing: I had forgot thy love. 

{ How cruel is a cool temper after fury ! 
| how different are the points of fight on the 
| ſame objects! In the horror of deſpair fero- 
| City is taken for courage, and the fear f 
ſuffering for firmneſs of mind. Let a look, 
a ſur- 


* 
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a furprize call us back to ourſelves, and 
we find that weakneſs only was the princi- 
ple of our heroiſm; that repentance is the 
fruit of it, and contempt the recompence. 
The knowledge of my fault is the moſt 
ſevere puniſhment of it. Abandoned to the 
bitterneſs of repentance, buried under the 
veil of ſhame, 1 hold myſelf at a diſtance, 
and fear that my body occupies too much 
ſpace : I would hide it from the light: my 
tears flow in abundance; my grief is calm, 
not a ſigh expires, though I am quite given. 
up to it. Can I do too much to expiate 
my crime? It was againſt thee. 
In vain, for two days together, theſe be- 
neficent ſavages have endeavoured to make 
me a partaker of the joy that tranſports 
them. Tam in continual doubt what can 
be the cauſe of this joy; but, even if! 
knew it better, I ſhould not think myſelf 
worthy to ſhare in their feſtivals. Their 
dances, their jovial exclamations, a red li- 


quor 


CP 


E 


dor like Mays*, of which they drink abun- 


þ | ant, their eagerneſs to view the ſun 
| wherever they can perceive him, would fully 
| convince me that their rejoicings were in 
Ie of that divine luminary, if the con- 
duct of the Cacique was conformable to that 


8 of the reſt. 

But, far from taking part in the publick 
. | joy, ſince the fault ! committed, he intereſts 
himſelf only in my ſorrow. His zeal is 
| more reſpectful, his cares are more aſſidu 
ous, and his attention is more exact and 
curious. 

He underſtood that the continual preſence 
of the ſavages of his train about me, was 
an addition to my affliction ; he has deli- 
vered me from their troubleſome officiouſ- 


neſs, and I have now w ſcarcely any but his. 
to fupport, 
Wouldſt | 


Mays is a plant whereof the Indians make a very 
| ſtrong and ſalutary drink, which they offer to the Sun 
on feſtival days, and get drunk with after the ſacrifice 
Is over, See Hiſtory of the Incas. Vol. II. 
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Wouldſt thou believe it, my dear 4 
there are ſome moments in which I feel à 


kind of ſweetneſs in theſe mute dialogues ; 
the fire of his eyes recalls to my mind the 
image of that which I have ſeen in thine: 
the ſimilitude is ſuch that it ſeduces my 
heart. Alas that this illuſion is tranſient, 
and that the regrets which follow it are du- 
Table! they will end only with my life, 
ſince I live for thee ROW: 


OO RET 9 . A 
%SSCCCCCCCCcC Fe Be RS: LE r IN» 


TEEN as 
2. : 2. 55 F — 
A . 

N — EEO 9 


hee CES. 8 2 


LET: 


© aa tht c * * _ * 1 
W 9 Ac * RE ee ee de 
n , F 2 * 4 W m LESS 42" HORS PH N 2 
anne 7 , * * 8 _ 4 7 TO 3 me „ [ * 7 
e IIs eee OR es Y eas: 


oT 2 g. 8 3 = 


* of 


9 3 * N * * 8 22 4 9 "oy p * 5 N Pas, : vo 2 4 * 83 I ©". _ 
8 N 15 R 7 SOT ./ ͤ vy cc 
eee e e eee, ee eee ee, ; 
«4 * 


E 


HEN a ſingle object unites all our 
thoughts, my dear Axa, we inte- 
reſt ourſelves no farther in events than as we 
find them aſſimilated to our own caſe. If 
thou waſt not the only mover of my foul, 
could I have paſſed, as I have juft done, 
from the horror of deſpair to the moſt flat- 
tering hope? The Cacique had before ſeve- 


| ral times in vain attempted to entice me to 
chat window, which I now cannot” look at 
q without ſnuddering. At laſt, prevailed on 
by freſh ſollicitations, I ſuffered myſelf to 
be conducted to it. Oh, my dear Axa, how 
well was I recompenced for my complai- : 
| fance! 


By an incomprehenſible miracle, in mak - 


ing me look through a kind of hollow 
cane, he ſhewed me the earth at a diſtance; 
whereas, without the help of this wonderful 
| machine, my eyes could not have reached it. 


At 


e i 

At the fame time, he made me under- 
ſtand by ſigns, (which begin to grown fa- 
miliar to me) that we were going to that 
land, and that the ſight of it was the only 
cauſe of thoſe rejoicings which I took for a 
_ ſacrifice to the ſun. 
I was immediately ſenſible of al the be- 
nefit of this diſcovery : Hope, like a ray of 
light, glanced directly to the bottam of 
my heart. E IEA 4 | 

They are certainly carrying: me to this 
land which they have ſhewn me, and 
which is evidently a part. of thy empire, 
| fince 1 Sun there ſheds his bengficent 
rays*, I am no longer in the fetters of the 
cruel Spaniards : Who then ſhall hinder my 
returning under thy laws? 

Yes, my dear Aza, I go to be reunited 
to what I love: my love, my reaſon, my 
deſires, all aſſure, me of it. I fly into thy 


ern 


arms; 


The Indians know not our hemiſphere, and 
belleve that the ſun N only the land of his 
children. 


#1: 


nd 
his 
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arms; a torrent of joy overflows my foul ; 
the paſt is vaniſhed ; my misfortunes are 
ended, they are forgotten : Futurity alone 
employs me, and is my ſole good. 


Aza, my dear hope, I have not loſt 
thee ; I ſhall ſee thy countenance, thy robes, 


thy ſhadow, I ſhall love thee, and tell thee 
of it with my own mouth: Can any tor- 


ments efface ſuch a felicity? 
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LETTER N. 


OW long are the days, my dear 
Aa, when one computes their paſ- 
ſage! Time, like ſpace, is known only by 
its limits, Our hopes ſeem to me the hopes 
of time; if they quit us, or are not dif- 
tinctly marked, we perceive no more of 
their duration than of the air which fill 
the vaſt expanſe. 

Ever ſince the fatal inſtant of our 1 
tion, my heart and ſoul, worn with misfor- 
tune, continued ſunk in that total abſence, 


that oblivion which is the horror of nature, 


the image of nothing: The days paſſed 
away without my is them, for not 
a hope fixed my attention to their length. 
But hope now marks every inſtant of them; 
their duration ſeems to me infinite; and 
what ſurprizes me moſt of all is, that, in 
recovering the tranquillity of my ſpirit, 1 

: recover 


- OT DO Hl IBS — 


4. 7 4 


| recover at the ſame time a facility of chinks 

ing. 
j Since my imagination has been opened to 
joy, a crowd of thoughts preſent themſelves, 
and employ it even to fatigue : Projects of 
| | pleaſure and happineſs ſucceed one another 
| alternately z new ideas find an eaſy recep- 
© tion, and ſome are even imprinted without 
| | my ſearch, and before I perceive it. 
e Within theſe two days, I underſtand ſe- 
1; veral words of the Cacigue's language, which 

I was not before acquainted with. But 

1 chey are only terms applicable to objects, 
r. not expreſſive of my thoughts, nor ſufficient 
to make me underſtand thoſe of others: 
They give me ſome lights however, which 
were neceſſary for my ſatisfaction. 
I know that the name of the Cacique is 
Deterville; that of our floating houſe, a 
2 and that of the country we are go: 
Fs to, France. 
| The latter at firſt frightened me, as I did 
bot remember to have heard any province 


yer | of 


148 J 
of thy kingdom called ſo: But reflecting 
on the infinite number of countries under 
thy dominion, the names of which J have 

forgot, my fear quickly vaniſhed. Could 
it long ſubſiſt with that ſolid confidence 
which the ſight of the Sun gives me incel 
ſantly? No, my dear Axa, that divine 
luminary enlightens only his children. To 
doubt this would be criminal in me: I an 
returning into thy empire; I am on th: 
point of ſeeing thee ; 1 run to my felicity, 
Amidſt the tranſports of my joy, grat- WM 
| tude prepares me a delicious pleaſur.þ 5 
Thou wilt load with honour and riches tit | 
| beneficent Cacique, who ſhall reſtore us one 
to the other : He ſhall bear into his ow 
country the remembrance of Zilia; the n. 
compence of his virtue ſhall render him ſil 
more virtuous, and his happineſs ſhall by 
thy glory. 5 
Nothing can compare, my dear Axa, . 
the kindneſs he ſhews me. Far from treat 
ing me as his ſlave, he ſeems to be mink 


Hi 
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fe is now altogether as complaiſant to me, 
bas he was contradictory during my ſickneſs. 
Ny perſon, my inquietudes, my amuſe- 
ments, ſeem to make up his whole employ- 
ment, and to engage all his care. I admit 
this offices with leſs confuſion, ſince cuſtom 
and reflexion have informed me that I was 
: 1an error with regard to the idolatry I ſuſ- 

ed him guilty of 


Not that he does not continue to repeat 
Gut the ſame demonſtrations which I took 
gor worſhip: but the tone, the air, and 
banner he makes uſe of, perſuade me that 
Ii only a diverſion in his country manner. 
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| He begins by making me pronounce 
litintly ſome words in his language, and 
knows well that the Gods do not ſpeak; 
s ſoon as I have repeated after him, oni, je 

bus aime, [ yes T love yon] or elle, je promett 
ttre a vous, ¶ I promiſe to be yours] joy ex- 
ands over his countenance, he kiſſes my 
nds with tranſport, and with an air of 
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gayety quite contrary to that gravity which 1 
accompanies divine adoration. F c 
Eaſy as I am on the head of religion, e 
am not quite ſo with regard to the county d 
from whence he comes. His language and © 
his apparel are ſo different from ours, thun 
they ſometimes ſhock my confidence: uneii te 
reflections ſometimes cloud over my dei in 
hope; I paſs ſucceſſively from fear to 10, | {4 


and from joy to inquietude, ; 
Fatigued with the confuſion of m 
thoughts, ſick of the uncertainties that 0. 
ment me, I had reſolved to think no mot 
on the ſubject: But what can abate tis 
anxiety of a ſoul deprived of all communi 
tion, that acts only on itſelf, and is excited 
reflect by ſuch important intereſts ? J cannd 
expreſs my impatience, my dear Az; 
ſearch for information with an eager! 
that devours me, and yet continually fin 
. myſelf in the moſt profound obſcurity. 


know that the privation of a ſenſe may 1 


ſome reſpects deceiye; and yet I ſee vii 
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arte, that the uſe of all mine drag me 
on from error to error. Would the intelli- 
| gence of tongues be a key to the ſoul ? O my 
dear Axa, how many grievous truths do I 


ſee through my misfortunes ! But far from 
| me be theſe troubleſome thoughts : we 


| touch the land: the light of my days ſhall 


| in a moment diſſipate "the darkneſs which 
| furrounds me. 
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LETTER. R, 


Am at laſt arrived at this land, the ob. 

ject of my deſires : but my dear Az, 
I do not yet ſee any thing, that confers the 
happineſs I had promiſed myſelf : every ob- 
jects ſtrikes, ſurprizes, aſtoniſhes, and leaves 
on me only a vague impreſſion, and ſtupid 
perplexity, which I do not attempt to 
throw off, My errors deſtroy my judg- 
ment; IJ remain uncertain, and almoſt 
doubt of what I behold,  -” 

Scarce were we got out of the floating 
Houſe, but we entered a town built on the 
fea ſhore. The people, who followed us 
in crowds, appeared to be of the ſame nx 
tion as the Cacique: and the houſes did not 
at all reſemble thoſe of the cities of the Sun: 
but if theſe ſurpaſs in beauty, by the rich 
neſs of their ornaments, thoſe are to be pre- 
ferred, on account of the prodigies wii 
which they are filled, . 


we 


Upon 


4 


ven entering the room aſſigned me by 
| Deervlt, my heart leaped : I ſaw fronting 
| the door, a young perſon dreſſed like a vir- 


, arms. How great was my ſurprize to find 
3 en but an impenetrable reſiſtance where 

aw a human figure move in a very ex- 
45 | tended ſpace ! 


ny | Aſtoniſhment held me immoveable, with 
„ my eyes fixed upon this object, when Deter- 


ville made me obſerve his own figure on the 
10: Wide of that which engaged all my attention : 
II touched him, I ſpoke to him, and I faw 
bim at the ſame time very near and very far 
the from me. 
| Theſe prodigies confound reaſon, and 

Nas blind the judgment. What ought we to 
not think of the inhabitants of this country? 


Sun: Should we fear, or ſhould we love them? I 


rich N will not take upon me to come to any de- 
ple · ¶ termination upon fo nice a ſubject. 


wi The Cacigue made me underſtand, that 


Ide figure which I ſaw was my own! But 
Upon hat information does that give me? Does 
it 


Jen of the Sun, and ran to her with open 


1 


it make the wonder leſs great * ? Am the 
leſs mortified to find nothing but .error and 
ignorance in my mind? With grief I ſee it, 
my dear Axa; the leaſt knowing in this 
Country are wiſer than all our Amutas. 
The Cacique has given me a young and 
very ſprightly China“, and it affords me 
great pleaſure to ſee a woman again, and 
'to be ſerved by her. Many others of my 
ſex wait upon me ; but I had rather they 
would let it alone, for their preſence awakens 
my fears. One may ſee, by their manner of 
looking on me, that they have never been 
at Cuzco f. However, as my ſpirit floats 
_ continually in a ſea of uncertainties, I can 
judge of nothing. My heart, alone un- 
ſhaken, deſires, expects, waits for one hap- 
pineſs only, without which all the reſt b 
pain and vexation. 
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S.A maidſervant or chambermaid. 
+ The capital of Peru. 
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LETTER XI. 1 
"HOUGH J have taken all the pains : 

in my power to gain ſome light with 1 

1 . to my preſent ſituation, I am no | 
na better informed at this inſtant than I was 4 
ny three days ago. All that I have been able 


to obſerve is, that the other ſavages of this 
country appear as good and as humane as 
the Cacique. They ſing and dance, as if -_ 
they had lands to cultivate every day. 
If I was to form a judgment from the 
oppoſition of their cuſtoms to thoſe of our 
pation, I ſhould not have the leaſt hope : 
but remember that thy auguſt father ſub- 
jected to his obedience provinces very re- 
ſemote, the people of which had nothing in 
tommon with us. Why may not this be 
Ine of thoſe provinces.? The ſun ſeems 
pleaſed 


ey 
ens 


een |} 
Jals 


une 


ap- 
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* The lands in Peru are cultivated in common, and 
e days they are about this work, are alw ays days 


7 Te rejoicings. 
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pleaſed to enlighten it, and his beams are 
more bright and pure than I ever fay 
: them . This inſpires me with confidence, 
and I am uneaſy only to think how long it 
muſt be before I can be fully informed of 
what regards our intereſts : for, my dear 
Ara, I am very certain that the knowledge 
of the language of the country will be ſuff. 
cient to teach me the truth, and allay my 
inquietudes, En 
I let flip no opportunity of learning it, 
and avail myſelf of all the moments where. 
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the inſtructions of my China, Little ſervice 
indeed they do me; for, as I cannot make 


her underſtand my thoughts, we can hold 
no converſation, and I learn only the names 


of ſuch objects as ſtrike both our ſights. 


The ſigns of the Cacique are ſometimes more 
uſeful to me: cuſtom has made it a kind of 
language betwixt us, which ſerves us 
leaſt to expreſs our wills. He condudted 
me e yeſterday 1 into a houle, where, without 

this 


The ſun never ſhines clear in Peru. 
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* 1 
this knowledge, I ſhould have behaved very | 
il. us — 


We entered into a larger and Retter fur- , 
| niſhed apartment than that which I inhabit, {| 
and a great many people were there aſſem- ö 
| bled. The general aſtoniſhment ſhewn at 

my appearance diſpleaſed me, and the ex- 
ceſſive laughter which ſome young women J 
endeavoured to ſtifle, but which burſt out 


ain, when they caſt their eyes on me, gave 
2 | vo . 


me ſuch uneaſineſs of mind, that I ſhould 


have taken it for ſhame, if I could have founꝗ 
myſelf conſcious of any fault: but, find- 


| ing nothing within me but a repugnance to 


ſtay in ſuch company, I was going to re- 
turn back, when I was detained by a lien 


| of Deterville. j 


I found that I ſhould. commit a fault by 
going out, and I took great care not to de- 
ſerve the blame that was thrown on, me 
without cauſe. As I fixed my- attention, 
during my ſtay, upon thoſe women, I thought 
I diſcovered that the ſingularity of my dreſs 


occaſioned the ſurprize of ſome, and the 


D 5 laughter 


[58] 
| laughter of others. I pitied their weakneſs, 
and endeavoured to perſuade them by my 


countenance, that my ſoul did not ſo much 


differ from theirs, as my habir differed from 
their ornaments, 


A young man, whom I ſhould have taken 


for. a Curaca *, if he had not been dreſſed 
in black, came and took me by the hand 
with an affable air, and led me to a wo- 
man, whom, by her haughty mien, I took 
for the Pallas of the country, He ſpoke 
ſeveral words to her, which I remember by 
having heard Deterville pronounce the ſame 
a thouſand times. What a beauty !- bat 
fine eyes! Aye, anſwered another man, be 
has the graces and the ſhape of a nymph. 
Except the women, who ſaid nothing, they 
all repeated almoſt the ſame words: I do not 
yet know their ſignification; but ſurely they 
expreſs agreeable ideas, for the countenance 
is always ſmiling when they are pronounced. 
The 


„The Curacas were petty ſovereigns of a country, 
who had the privilege of wearing the lame dreſs as the 
Incas. 


tA general name of the Indian princeſſes, 
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A 
The Cacique ſeems to be extremely welt 


ſatisfied with what they ſay. He keeps cloſe 
to me, or, if he ſteps a little from me to- 


ſpeak to any one, his eyes are conſtantly: 


upon me, and he ſhews me by figns what I 
am to do. For my part, I obſerve him very 
attentively, as I would not offend againſt 
the cuſtoms of a people who know ſo little 


of ours. 


l believe, my dear Aza, I can ſcarcely 
make thee comprehend how extraordinary 
| the manners of theſe ſavages appear to me. 
They have ſo impatient a vivacity, that 
words do not ſuffice them for expreſſion ; 
! but they ſpeak as much by the motion of 
; the body as by the ſound of the voice. 
What I fee of their continual agitation, has 
| fully convinced me how little importance 
| there was in that behaviour of the Cacique 


which cauſed me ſo much uncaſineſs, and 


| upon which I made ſo many falſe conjectures, 5 
| Yeſterday he kiſſed the hands of the Pal- 
| las, and of all the other women: nay, what 


I never ſaw before, he even kiſſed their 
| cheeks, 


L000 
cheeks. The men came to embrace him. 
| ſome took him by the hand; others pulled 
him by the clothes; all with a * 
of which we have no idea. 

To judge of their minds by the vivacity 
of their geſtures, I am ſure that our mea- 
ſured expreſſions, the ſublime compariſons 
which ſo naturally convey our tender ſenti- 
ments and affectionate thoughts, would to 
them appear inſipid. They would take our 
ſerious and modeſt air for ſtupidity, and 
the gravity of our gait for mere ſtiffneſs. 
Woulcd'ſt thou believe it, my dear Ada? If 
thou wert here, J could be pleaſed to live 
amongſt them. A certain air of affability, 
ſpread over all they do, renders them ami- 
able; and, if my ſoul was more happy, I 
ſhould find a pleaſure in the diverſity of ob- 
jects that ſucceſſively pals before my eyes: 
but the little reference they have to thee 
effaces the agreeableneſs of their novelty : 
thou alone art my good, and my pleaſure. 


LE T- 
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LETTER n 
Have been long, my dear Aza, without 
being able to beſtow a moment on my 


e occupation: yet I have a great 
many extraordinary things to communicate 
to thee, and avail myſelf of this firſt ſhort | 
leilure to begin thy information. 

b The next day after I had viſited the Pal. 
, Deterville cauſed a very fine habit, of 
dne faſhion of the country, to be brought 
me. After my little China had put it on 


kccording to her fancy, ſhe led me to that 

=ngenious machine which doubles objects. 
Though I ſhould be now habituated to its 
bits, I could not help being ſurprizcd at 
Feng my figure ſtand as if I was over- againſt 
1 wh | 


My new accoutrements did not diſpleaſe me. 


erhaps I ſhould have more regretted thole - 


Fhich J left off, if they had not made every 


Jody troubleſome by their ſtaring at me. 
The 


1 
The Cacique came into my chamber, juſt 
as the girl was adding ſome trinkets to my 
__ dreſs. "He ſtopped at the door, and looked 
at me for ſome time without ſpeaking. 80 
profound was his reverence, that he ſtept 
| alide to let the China go out, and inadver- 
tently put himſelf in her place. His eyes 
were fixed upon me, and he examined all 
my perſon with ſuch a ſerious attention as 2 
little diſcompoſed me, though I knew not 
the reaſon of what he dic. 
However, to ſhew him my acknowledy: 
ment for his new benefactions, I offered hin 
my hand, and, not being able to expreſs m 
ſentiments, I thought I could not ſay any 
thing more agreeable to him than ſome of 
| thoſe words which he amuſed himſelf with 
teaching me to repeat :. I endeavoured evel 
to give them the ſame tone as he did in pro- 
nunciation. 
What effect they inftaptaneonſly had on 
bim I know not : but his eyes ſparkled, bis 
cheeks reddened, he approached me tremb- 


ling, and ſeemed to have a deſire to ſnatch 
- q 


1 r 
me into his arms: then ſtopping ſuddenly 
' preſſed my hand, and pronounced in a 


Te ſat mopeing with all the ſymptoms of. 
ſflictive pain. T 
I was alarmed at his cies. not Jenks: 


els : I drew near him to teſtify my repent- 
put looking at me, and I did not dare ſay any 


hen the ſervants came in to bring us 
Fictuals : he then roſe, and we eat together 
h our uſual manner, his pain ſeeming to 
Rave no other conſequence but a little ſor- 
1. yet he was not leſs kind and good to 
ne, which ſeemed to me inconceivable. 

I did not dare to lift up my eyes upon 
im, or make uſe of the ſigns which com- 


but 


paſſionate tone — No reſpeci her virtue — 
and many other words which I underſtood: 
tho better than theſe. Then throwing him-- 
| elf upon his ſeat, on the other ſide of the 
oom, he leaned his head upon his hand, 


bog but I had occaſioned him ſome uneaſi- 


Ince; but he gently puſhed me away with- 


bing more, I was in the greateſt confuſion 


only ſerved us inſtead of converſation : 


2 


* 


but — meal was at a time ſo different from 0 
the uſual hour of repaſt, that I could not 5 
help ſhewing ſome tokens of ſurprize, Al 0 
that I could underſtand of his anſwer wa 
| that we were ſoon to change our POTS ag 
In effect, the Cacique, after going in * 2 
out ſeveral times, came and took me by the # 
hand. I let him lead me, ſtill muſing wit = 
myſelf on what had paſſed, and conſidering * 
whether the change of our place was not! hy 
conſequence of it. VV 
Scarce was I got without the outwardlf et 
dor of the houſe, before he helped me 
up a pretty high ſtep, and 1 aden 
into a chamber ſo low that one could 10 bef 
ſtand upright in it: but there was root of 1 
enough for the Cacique, the China and mi mo 
ſelf all to fit at eaſe. This little apartment thi 
is agreeably decorated, has a window oil” 
each fide that enlightens it ſufficiently ; bi tect 
it is not ſpacious enough to walk in. mu 
While II was conſidering it with ſurpriat | 
Wool 


and endeavouring to divine what could b 
Detervill's reaſon for ſhutting us up ſo lol 


0 


. 
O my dear Aza ! how familiar prodigies 


om . . . | | q . 
are in this country) I felt this machine, or 

CES CE mt 

al cabin, I know not what to call it, move 
and change its place. This motion made 

me think of the floating houſe. The Ca- 

ng 


> Wh c9ue ſaw me frightened, and, as he is atten- 


"WY tive to my leaft uneaſineſs, pacified me by 

the ; 0 
10 making me look out of one of the windows. 

wi 5 ö | a 

oy I ſaw, not without extreme furprize, that 
"MW this machine, ſuſpended pretty near the 


earth, moved by a ſecret power which I did 
not comprehend. 

Deterville then ſhewed me that feverat 
Hamas *, of a ſpecies unknown to us, went 
before us, and drew us after them, O light 
of my days] theſe people muſt have a genius 
more than human thatenables them to invent 
things ſo uſeful and ſingular : but there 
muſt be alſo in this nation ſome great de- 
fects that moderate its power, otherwiſe it 
muſt needs be miſtreſs of the whole world. 

For four days we were ſhut up in this. 
wonderful machine, leaving it only at night 
to- 


* A general name for beaſts, 


[ 66. 1 
to take our reſt in the firſt houſe we came 
to; and then I always quitted it with re- 
regret. I confeſs, my dear Axa, that, not 
withſtanding my tender inquietudes, I have 
_ taſted pleaſures, during this. journey, that 
were before unknown to me. Shut up in 
the temple from my moſt tender infancy, | 
was unacquainted with the beauties of the 
univerſe, and every thing that I ſee raviſhes 
and enchants me. 
The immenſe fields, which are eech 
changed and renewed, hurry on the atten- 
tive mind with more rapidity than we pal 
over them. 

The eyes, without being ed. roye 
at once over an infinite variety of admirable 
objects, and at the ſame time are at reſt. 
One ſeems to find no other bounds to the 
ſight than thoſe of the world itſelf; which 
error flatters us, gives us a ſatisfactory idea 
of our own grandeur, and ſeems to bring 
us nearer to the creator of theſe wonders. 
At the end of a fine day, the heavens 
preſent to us a ſpectacle not leſs admirable 
than 


| 1 
chan that of the earth. Tranſparent clouds 
- aſſembled round the ſun, tinctured with the 
- noſt lively colours, ſhew us mountains of 
e ſhade and light in every part, and the ma- 
at eſtic diſorder attracts our admiration till we. 
n forget ourſelves. 
ze Cacigue has had the complaiſance to 
ic let me every day ſtep out of the rolling 
es cabbin, in order to contemplate at leiſure 

the wonders which he ſaw me admire. 
ly How delicious are the woods, my dear 
Ne Liza | If the beauties of heaven and earth 
ils tranſport us far from ourſelves by an in- 

| voluntary rapture, thoſe of the foreſts bring 


ve Ius back again by an inward incomprehen- 


le ible bias, the ſecret of which is in natnre 


only, When we enter theſe delightful 
places, an univerſal charm overflows all the 
ſenſes, and confounds their uſe. We think 
e ſee the cooling breeze before we feel it. 
The different ſhades in the colour of leaves, 
often the light that penetrates them, and 
lem to ſtrike the ſentiment as ſoan as the 


light. An agreeable, but indeterminate 
odour, 


edour, leaves it difficult for us to diſcern Þ* 
whether it affects the taſte or the ſmell. Þþ 
Even the air, without being perceived, con- | 
veys to our bodies a pure pleaſure, which + 
ſeems to give us another ſenſe, though it 
does not mark out the organ of it. 
O, my dear Axa] how would thy pre- 
ſence embelliſh thoſe pure delights ! how 
have I deſired to ſhare them with thee! ſ * 
wert thou the witneſs of my tender thoughts, I val 
F ſhould make thee find, in the ſentiments {Pro 
of my heart, charms more powerful than ¶ but 
all thoſe of the beauties of the univerſe. 
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an end; but, according to all eee 
0 are not my troubles. 

More attentive than ever, ſince my arri- 
. here, to all that paſſes, my diſcoveries 
produce only torment, and preſage nothing 
but misfortunes. I find thy idea in the 


0 - — 


* 
A 2. 
0 f N 


2 
4 
$ 
3 


[bent i in paſſing through this city, and by 
the great number of inhabitants with whom 
che ſtreets are filled, it contains more people 
chan could be got together in two or three 
fot our countries. | 
I reflect on the wonders that have been 
kold me of Quito, and endeavour to find 


T- 


4 T laſt, my dear Aza, I am got 8 1 
city called Paris: Our journey is at 


leaſt curious of my deſires, but cannot 
meet with it in any of the objects that I 


As well as I can zudge by the time we 


1 70 I 
here ſome ſtrokes of the picture which} 
conceive of that great city: But alas | ! what 
a difference ? 1 
This place contains bridges, rivers, trees, 

fields: it ſeems to be an univerſe, rather 
than a particular ſeat of habitation. I ſhould 
_ endeavour in vain to give thee a juſt ider 
of the height of the houſes. They are ſo 
prodigiouſly elevated, that it is more eaſy to 
believe nature produced them as they are, 
than to comprehend how men could bull 
them. 
| Here it is that the family. of of the Cacige 
1 reſides, Their houſe is almoſt as magni 
ficent as that of the Sun: the furniture and 
| ſome parts of the walls are of gold, and 
the reſt is adorned with a various mixture 
of the fineſt colours, which prettily enoug! 

repreſent the beauties of nature. 

At my arrival, Deterville made me ui 

derſtand that he was conducting me to hi 
bs: mother's apartment. We found her recline 
| n —_ a bed of almoſt the ſame form wit 


that * 4 


_ — . — 


1 
chat of che Incas, and of the ſame metal *. 
After having held out her hand to the Ca- 


© kindneſs ſo cold, a joy fo conſtrained, that, 
© if previous information had not been given 

Ine, ſhould not have known the ſentiments 
I | of nature in the careſſes of this mother. 


. 1 * made me draw near. She caſt on me 


| tug to a ſmall piece of gold. 

Deterville left us to go and meet a ſtately 
nd | bulky man, who had advanced ſome ſteps 
mn | eovards him. He embraced both him and 
| a woman who was employed in the ſame 
manner as the Pallas. 

m. As ſoon as the Cacigue had appeared in 
his the chamber, a young maiden, of about my 
ral age, ran to us, and followed him with a 
ith | timed 


hal * The beds, chairs, and tables of the Incas were of 
maſſy gold. 


agu, who kiſſed it bowing almoſt to the : 
' | god, ſhe embraced him ; but with a 


After a moment's converſation, the Ca- 


a diſdainful look, and, without anſwering 
h her ſon ſaid to her, continued gravely 
to turn round her finger a thread, which 
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35 E 
timed eagerneſs that ſeemed remarkable. 
Joy ſhone upon her countenance, yet did 
not baniſh the marks of a ſorrow that ſeem: 
ed to affect her. Deterville embraced her 
laſt, but with a tenderneſs ſo natural, that 

my heart was moved at it. Alas! my dear 
Axa, what would our tranſports be, it after 
ſo many .misfortunes, fate ſhould reunite 
ae: e 
During this time I kept near the Pallas 
whom I durſt not quit, nor look up at“, 
out of reſpect. Some ſevere glances, which 
| the threw from time to time upon me, com- 
pleated my confuſion, and put me under a 
conſtraint that affected my very thoughts. 
At laſt, the young damſel, as if ſhe had 
gueſſed at my diſorder, as ſoon as ſhe had 
quitted Deterville, came and took me by 
the hand, and led me to a window where 
we both fat down. Though I did not un- 
derſtand any thing ſhe ſaid to me, her eyes 
full of goodneſs ſpoke to me the univerſal 
; | language 


* Young damſels, though of the blood royal, ſhow 
@ profound reſpect to married women, 


. I 


„ 
Puguage of beneficent hearts; they in 
i me with a confidence and friendihip 


Which I would willingly have expreſſed to 
er! but not being able to utter the ſenti- 
ents of my mind, I pronounced all that I 
her of her language. 
She ſmiled more than once, looking on 
Weit with the moſt tender ſweetneſs. I 
Vas pleaſing myſelf with this converſation, 
ben the Pallas ſpoke ſome words aloud, 
Poking gernly on my new friend; whoſe 
Puntenance immediately falling, ſhe thruſt 
a way my hand which ſhe before held in 
ers, and took no farther notice of me. 
Fa time after that, an old woman, of 
Foomy appearance, entered the room, went 
r towards the Pallas, then came and took 
de by the arm, led me to a chamber at 
L top of the houſe, and left me there 
lone. 
| | Though this moment could not be eſteem- 
the moſt· unfortunate of my life, yet my 
tar Ara, I could not paſs it without much 
bncern, I expected, at the end of my 
E Journey, 


$9 

journey, ſome relief to my fatigues, and 
that in the Cacique's family I ſhould at leaft 
meet with the ſame kindneſs as from him, 
The cold reception of the Pallas, the ſud- 
den change of behaviour in the damſel, the 
rudeneſs of this woman in forcing me from 
a place where I had rather have ſtaid, the 1 
inattention of Deterville, who did not op- 
poſe the violence ſhewn me? in a word, | * 
all circumſtances that might augment the 1 | 
| pains of an unhappy mind, preſented them - t 
ſelves at once with their moſt rueful aſpects! © 
1 thought myſelf abandoned by all the 1 0 
world, and was bitterly deploring my di. al 
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mal deſtiny, when I beheld my China com- pe 
ing in. Her preſence, in my ſituation, bi 
ſeemed to me an eſſential good: I ran to II 
her, embraced her with tears, and was more YO 
| melted when I ſaw her touched with my | fer 
affliction. When a mind is reduced to pit) 
itlelf, the compaſſion of another is ver) | a t 
valuable. The marks of this young wo- the 


man's affection ſoftened my anguiſh : Ire. 1 
lated to her my griefs, as if ſhe could un: {ce 
deerſtand Mb 


C87” 
derſtand me : I aſked her a thouſand queſ- 
tions, as if it had been in her power to an- 
4: ſwer them. Her tears ſpoke to my heart, 
| and mine continued to flow, but with leſs 
F ' bitterneſs than before. 
KF [I thought, at leaſt, that 1 ſhould ſee De. 
1 terville at the hour of refreſhment; but they 
{ brought me up victuals, and I ſaw him not. 
Since I have loſt thee, dear idol of my 
heart, this Cacique is the only human crea- 
ture that has ſhewn me an uninterrupted 
| courſe of goodneſs: ſo that the cuſtom of 
i ſeeing him became a kind of neceſſity, His 
. abſence redoubled my ſorrow. After ex- 
n- I pecting him long in vain, I laid me down; 
but ſleep had not yet ſealed my eyes before 
I ſaw him enter my chamber, followed by the 
young woman whoſe briſk diſdain had fo 
ſenſibly afflicted me. 
| She threw herſelf upon my bed, and by 
: a thouſand careſſes ſeemed deſirous to repair 
the ill treatment ſhe had given me. 
| The Cacique ſat down by my bedſide, and 
ſeemed to receive as much pleaſure in ſee- 
1 : ing 


BEEP 


me the moſt tender marks of affection. 


Inſenſibly their converiation became more 

| ſerious. Though I did not underſtand their 
diſcourſe, it was eaſy for me to judge that 
it was founded on confidence and friendſhip, 
I took care not to interrupt them: but, as 


ſoon as they returned to my bedſide, I en- 


deavoured to obtain from the Cacizque ſome 


light with regard to' thoſe particulars which 


had appeared to me the moſt extraordinary 
ſince my arrival. 


All that I could underſtand from his au- 


ſwers was, that the name of the young wo— 


man before me was Celina; that ſhe was his 
ſiſter; that the great man, whom I had 


ſcen in the chamber of the Pallas, was his 
Elder brother, and the other young woman, 


that brother's wife. 


Celina became more dear to me, when I 
underſtood ſhe was the Cacique's ſiſter, and 


the 


ing me again, as I enjoyed in perceiving I 
was not abandoned. They talked together 
with their eyes fixed on me, and heaped on 
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| the company of both was ſo agreeable, that 
| 1did not perceive it was day light before 
; they left me. 
After their departure, I ſpent the reſt of 
the time, deſtined to repoſe, in thus conver- 
ſing with thee. This is my happineſs, my 
only joy: It is to thee alone, dear ſoul of 
my thoughts, that I unboſom my heart; 
thou ſhalt ever be the ſole depoſitary of my 
ſecrets, my paſſions, and my ſentiments, 
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[F I did not continue, my dear Axa, 
to take from my ſleep the time that l 
give to thee, I ſhould no more enjoy thoſe 
delicious moments in which I exiſt for thee 
only. They haye made me reſume my 
virgin habits, and oblige me to remain all 
day in a room full of people, who are 
changed and renewed vey moment with- 
out ſeeming to diminiſh. 
This een diſſipation, in ſpite of 
me, often cauſes a ſuſpenſion of my tender 
thoughts: but if, for ſome moments, I lok 
_ that lively attention which unites our hearts, 
I always find thee again in the advantageous 
compariſons I make of thee with whatever 
ſurrounds me. 2 
In the different countries that I have 
paſſed through, I have not ſeen any ſavages 


ſo bar familiar as theſe, The wo. 
mel, 
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j men, in particular, ſeem to have a kind of 
5 diſdainful civility that diſguſts human na- 
ture, and would perhaps inſpire me with as 
| ; much contempt for them, as they ſhew for 
| others, if I knew them better. 


One of them cauſed an affront to be 


given me yeſterday, which till afflicts me. 
* Juſt when the aſſembly was moſt numerous, 
after ſhe had been ſpeaking to ſeveral per- 
| ſons without perceiving me; whether by 
chance, or that ſomebody made her take 
notice of me; as ſoon as ſhe caſt her eyes 
on me, ſhe burſt out a laughing, quitred 
© her place precipitately, came to me, made 
me riſe, and, after having turned me back- 
> wards and forwards, as often as her vivacity 
| prompted, after having handled all the 
| parts of my dreſs with a ſcrupulous atten- 
tion, ſhe beckoned to a young man to draw 
near, and began again with him the exami- 
nation of my figure. 


Though I ſhewed a diſlike to the liberty 


which both of them took, as the richneſs 
| of the woman's dreſs made me take her for a 


: Pallas 


[ 30 ] 
Pallas, and the magnificence of the young 
man, who was all over plated with gold, 
made him lock like an Anqui *, 1 dared ny 
. oppoſe their will: but this 100 ſavage, em. 
boldened by the familiarity of the Pallas 
and perhaps by my ſubmiſſion, having had 
the impudence to put his hand upon my 
neck, I puſhed it away with a ſurprize and 
indignation that ſhewed him I underſtou 
| good manners better than himfelf. 

Upon my crying out, Deterville came 
up, and after he had poke a few words 1 
the young ſavage, the latter, clapping on 
| land upon his ſhoulder, ſet up fueh a laug! 
as quite diſcorted his figure. 

IJ he Cacigue dilengaged himſelf, ard, 
bluſhing, poke to him in ſo cold a tore, 
that the young man's gaiety vaniſhed : de 
ſcemed to have no more to ſay, and retitel 
without coming near us again. 
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* A prince of the blood. There muſt be leave fron 
an Inca for a Peruvian to wear gold upon bis apf“ 
rel, aud the Inca gives this permiſſion only to i 


princes of the blood royal. 
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thee till death, 


1 

O my dear Axa, what a reſpect do the 
manners of this country make me have for 
thoſe of the children of the Sun! How 
does the temerity of the young Anqui bring 
back to my mind thy tender reſpect, thy 
ſage reſerve, and the charms of decency 
that reigned in our converſations ! I perceiv- 
ed it the firſt moment I ſaw thee, dear delight 
of my ſoul, and I ſhall think of it all the 
days of my life. Thou alone uniteſt in 
thyſelf all the perfections which nature has 
ſhed upon mankind; as my heart has col- 
lected within it all the ſentiments of tender- 
neſs and admiration that will attach me to 
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T HE more I ſee the Cacique and his 
ſiſter, my dear Aza, the more diff · i 

culty I have to perſuade myſelf that they 1. 

are of this nation: they alone know what 


virtue is, and reſpect it. 5 e 
Ine ſimple manners, the native goodneſs, 1 , 
| and the modeſt gaiety of Celina, would 4 
make one think ſhe had been bred up 2. tl 
mong our virgins. The honeſt ſweetneſs, h 
the ſerious tenderneſs of her brother, would 
eaſily perſuade me that he was born of the " 
blood of the Iucas. They both treat me Bs 
with as much humanity as we ſhould ſhew we 
them, if like misfortunes had brought them 5 
among us. to 
I do not doubt but the Cacique is a good WM m 
tributary *. 0 
e e "BY IIe 
| Tt 
Þ The Cacigues and Curacas were obliged to furvil out 
the dreſs and * of the Inca and the queen, pre 
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He never enters my apartment but he 


makes me a preſent of ſome of the won- 


derful things with which this country a- 
bounds. Sometimes they are pieces of 
that machine which doubles objects, en- 


cloſed in little frames of curious matter. 
At other times he brings me little ſtones ' 


of ſurpriſing luſtre, with which it is the 


cuſtom here to adorn almoſt all the parts 
of the body: They hang them to their 


ears, put them on the ſtomach, the neck, 
the knees, and even the thoes ; all which 
has a very agreeable effect. | 
But what I am moſt amuſed with are 
certain ſmall utenſils of a very hard metal, 
and moſt ſingular uſe. Some are employ- 
ed in the works which Celina teaches me 
to make: others, of a cutting form, ſerve 


to divide all ſorts of ſtuffs, of which we 


make as many bits as we pleaſe without 
trouble, 


They never came into the preſence of either, with- 
out offering them ſome tribute of the curioſities of the 
province they commanded, ONS 
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11 
bubble and in a very ingenious, diverting 
manner. 

I have an infinite number of other rari- 
ties ſtill more extraordinary: which not 
being in uſe with us, I cannot find words 
in our tongue to give thee an idea of 
them. 

I keep all theſe gifts carefully 5 thee, 
my dear Aza : belides the pleaſure. thy 
ſurprize will give me when thou ſeeſt 
them, they undoubredly belong to thee, 
It the Cacique was not ſubject to thy obe- 
dience, would he pay me a tribute which 
he knows to be due only to thy ſupteme 
rank? The reſpect he has always ſhews 
me, made me think from tlie firſt, that 
my birth was known to him; and the 
ꝓreſents he now honours me with convince 
me that he knows I am to be thy ſpouſe, 
ſince he treats me already as a Mama 
Oella * ED 

This 
» This i is the name the queens ks when they aſcend 
the throne. 
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a part of my inquietudes. I conceive that 
J nothing is wanting, but the power of ex- 


| | have a great many pains to ſuffer, 


Þ as that of her children. Far from treat- 


: ing me with ſo much goodneſs, ſne ſhews 


ne on all occaſions a coldneſs and diſdain 
0 tat mortiſies me, though I can neither 
3 Ercmedy nor diſcover the cauſe of it; and 
at Pet, by an oppoſition of ſentiments that [ 
be Juader{tand ſtill leſs, ſhe requires to have me 
Ct continually with her. 
ſe, This gives me inſupportable torture; for 
na conſtraint reigns wherever ſhe is, and it is 

W by ſtealth that Celina and her brother 
bis ive me ſigns of their friendſhip. They 
a IM" not themlelyes dare to ſpeak: freely be- 


fore 


This chnvidicn revives me, and calms 


q | preſling mylelf, for me to be informed 
1 what are the Cacique's reaſons for keeping 
I me, and to determine him to deliver me 
into thy power: but, till that can be, I 


Ihe humour of Madame (lo they call 
Dae rville's mother) is not near fo. amiable 
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V 
fore her: for which reaſon they ſpend 
part of the nights in my chamber, which 
is the only time we enjoy in peace the I 
pleaſure of ſeeing one another. Though 
'T cannot partake of their converſation, 
their preſence is always agreeable to me, 
It is not for want of care in either of then 
that I am not happy. Alas! my der 
Axa, they are ignorant that I cannot bear 
to be remote from thee, and that 1 do nat 
think myſelf to live, except when the . 
membrance of thee, and my tendernes 
employ me entirely. ; 
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LETTER XVI: 


. 1 Have fo few Quipos left, my dear Aza, 
that I ſcarce dare uſe them. When I 
| would go to knotting them, the dread of 
| | ſeeing an end of them ſtops me; as if 1 
| could multiply by ſparing them. I am go- 
ing to loſe the pleaſure of my ſoul, the ſup- 
port of my life: nothing can relieve the 
weight of thy abſence, which muſt now 
| weigh me down. 
1 I taſted a delicate pleaſure in preſerving 
the remembrance of the moſt ſecret motions 
| of my heart to offer thee its homage. My 
deſign was to preferve the memory of the 
| principal cuſtoms of this ſingular nation, to 
jamuſe thy leiſure with in more happy times. 
Alas! 1 have little hopes now left of exe- 
[Futing my project. 
If I find at preſent. fo much diiculty i in 
Putting my ideas into order, how ſhall 1 
here- 
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execution of f it is ſo difficult, that I think! i 


t 88 } 
hereafter recall them without foreign aſſiſ. 
ance ? *Tis true they offer me one; but the 


 lmpoli ble. 
The Cacigue has brought me one of thi 
country ſavages, who comes daily to gie 
me leſſons in his tongue, and to ſhew me 
the method of giving a ſort of exiſtence i 
thoughts. This is done by drawing ſcmal 
figures, which they call Leiters, with a fes. 
ther upon a thin matter called Paper. Theft 
figures have names, and thoſe names pu 
together repreſent the ſound of words. Bu 
theſe names and ſounds ſeem to me ſo litik 
diſtin& from one another, that, if I doin 
time ſucceed in learning them, J am fure! 
will not be without a great deal of pains 
This poor ſavage takes an incredible dealt 
teach me, and I give myſelf more to learn 
yet I make ſo little progreſs, that I woull 
"renounce che enterprize, if I knew any ot 
way to inform myſelf of thy fate and mint 
There is no other, my dear Aza; thercio" 
my whole delight is now in this new and 5 
gu 
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gular ſtudy. I would live alone : all that 
lee diſpleaſes me, and the neceſſity impo- 
ſed on me of being always in Madame's 
I apartment, gives me great torment. _ 
At firſt, by exciting the curioſity of 
I others, I, amuſed my own: but, where the 
# eyes only are to be uſed, they are. {con to 
| be ſatisfied. All the women are alike, haye 
ſtill the ſame manners, and I' think they al- 
ways ſpeak the ſame words. The appear- 
q ances are more varied among the men : 
1 ſome of them look as if they thought : but, 
ia general, 1 ſuſpect this nation not to be 
what it appears: for affectation rem: | to 
[ be its ruling character. 12 
If the demonſtrations of zeal and 3 
; nefs, with which the moſt trifling duties of 


people, my dear Axa, mult certainly have 
in their hearts more goodneſs and humani- 
ty than ours: and who can think this poſ⸗ 
lible ? 


Jas upon the countenance, if the propenſity 
e - 2e to 


ſociety are here graced, were natural, theſe 


If they had as much FEY in the ſoul 
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to joy, which I remark in all their actions, 
was ſincere, would they chuſe for their 3. 
muſement ſuch ſpectacles as they have car- 

_ ried me to ſee ? 4 5 

They conducted me into a place, where 
was repreſented, almoſt as in thy palace, 
the actions of men who are no * more, 

But as we revive only the memory of the 

- moſt wiſe and virtuous, I believe only mad- 

men and villains are repreſented here. 

Thoſe who perſonated them raved and 

ſtormed as if they were wild; and I far 

one of them carry his fury ſo high as t 

kill himſelf. The fine women, whom ſeen 

ingly they perſecuted, wept inceſſantly, and 

—Hewed fach tokens of deſpair, that tht 
words they made uſe of were not neceflat 

to ſhew the exceſs of their anguiſh. 
Could one think, my dear Axa, that! 

whole people, whoſe outfide is ſo human, 

thould be pleaſed at the repreſentation a 

thok 


The Incas cauſed a kind of comedies to be rep 
Knted, the ſubjects of which were taken from de 
brighteſt actions of their predeceſſors. 


N 1.91 J 
thoſe misfortunes or crimes, which either 
| overwhelmed or degraded creatures like 
themſelves | ? 

But perhaps they have occaſion here for 
the horror of vice to conduct them to vir- 
tue. This thought ſtarts upon me un- 
ought ; and if it were true, how ſhould 1 
pity fuch a nation? Ours, more favoured 
| by nature, cheriſhes goodneſs for its own 
L charms : : we want only models of virtue to 
make us virtuous; as nothing is requiſite 
but to love thee in order to become ami- 


L ET. 


LETTER xvn. 


Know not what farther to chink e of th 


genius of this nation, my dear Aza. | 
runs through the extremes with ſuch ry 
dity, that it requires more ability than! 
poſſeſs to fit 1 in judgment upon its chatit: 
ter. 


They have ſhewn me a ſpectacle intid i 

oppoſite to the former. That, cruel fer 

frightful, made reaſon revolt, and humbie! 

humanity : this, amuſing and agreeab ot 
imitates nature, and does honour to goat! 

_ ſenſe, It was compoſed of a great mil th 
more men and women than the forme ere 

they repreſented alſo ſome actions of humil dc 

luc 


life; but whether they expreſſed pain 
pleaſure, joy or ſorrow, the whole was dot 
by ſongs and dances, 


Tit 


E E931 
in 12 intelligence of ſounds, my dear Asa, 
I Wt be univerſal: for I found it no more 
i cult ro be affected with the different 
ons that were repreſented, than if they 
a been expreſſed | in our language. IT 
: sto me very natural. 
Human ſpeech is doubtleſs of man's in- 
Non, becauſe it differs according to the 
ſcrence of nations. Nature, more power- 
and more attentive to the neceſſities and 
Y pleaſures of her creatures, has given 
n general means of expreſſing them, 
a are well imitated by the ſongs * 
| f it be true that. ſharp ſounds expreſs 
r the need of help, in violent fear, or 
Pe pain, than words underſtood in one 
of the world, and which have no ſig- 
bation in another; it is not leſs certain 
| the tender ſighs ſtrike our hearts with 
pre efficacious compaſſion than words, 
pid arrangement of which ſometimes 
uces juſt a contrary effect. 
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Do not lively and light founds inevitably 
excite in our ſoul that gay pleaſure, which 
the recital of a diverting ftory, or a joke 
properly introduced, can but — 
raiſe. 
Are there expreſſions in any languag 
that can communicate genuine pleaſur 
with ſo much ſucceſs as the natural ſpots 
of animals? Dancing ſeems an humble ini: 
tation of them, and inſpires much the fant 
ſentiment. 
In ſhort, my dear Axa, every i lt 
this laſt ſhow was conformable to natur 
and humanity, Can any benefit be cor 
ferred on man, equal to that of inſpic 
him with joy? 
1 felt it myſelf, and was nnn 
it in ſpite of me, when I was interrupted 0 
an accident that happened to Celina. 
As we came out, we ſtep'd a little aſd 
from the crowd, and lean'd on one anothe 
for fear -of falling. « Deterville was fon 
Paces before us leading his ſiſter- in- la 


when 2 young lavage, of an amiable figul 
ce 


| L : 95.1 
kame up to Celina, whiſpered. a few words , 
? o her very low, gave her a bit of paper, 
&hich ſhe ſcarce had ſtrength to take, and 
Fetired, 
| Celina, who was. fo frightened at bit ap- 
proach as to make me partake of her trem · 
bling, turned her head languiſhingly to- 
vards him when he quitted us. She ſeem- 
bd ſo weak, that, fearing ſhe was attacked 
y ſome ſudden illneſs, I was going to call 
Peterville to her aſſiſtance : but ſhe ſtop'd 5 
be, and, by putting her finger on her mouth, 
equired me to be ſilent. I choſe rather b 
o be uneaſy, than to diſobey her. 
The ſame evening, when the brother and 
ter came into my chamber, Celina ſhewed 
e Cacique the paper ſne had received. By f 
e little I could gueſs at in their converſa- 
jon, I ſhould have thought ſhe loved the 
dung man who gave it her, if it had been 
ible for one to be frightened at the pre- 
ice of what one loves. | 
| have made other remarks, my dear 
„ Which I would have imparted to thee : 
but 
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but alas! my Aulos are all uſed; the laſt 
threads are in my hands, and J am knotting 
the laſt knots, The knots, which formed 
to me a chain of communication betwixt 

my heart and thine, are now only the for- 
rowful objects of my regret. Illuſion quits 
me; frightful truth rakes her place; my 
wandering thoughts, bewildered in the im- 
menſe void of abſence, will hereafter be 
annihilated with the ſame rapidity as time. 


Dear Aza, they ſeem to ſeparate us once 


again, and ſnatch me afreſh from thy love. 
I Ibſe thee ! I quit thee! I ſhall ſee thee n9 
more | Aza, dear hope of my heart, how 
diſtant indeed are we now to be removed 
from each other] 5 
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OW much of my time las been ef- 
faced, my dear Aza! The Sun has 
| | run half his courſe ſince ] laſt enjoyed the 
: | cnificial happineſs of believing I converied 
| with thee. How tedious has this double 
| abſence appeared! What courage did [ 
want to ſupport it! Ilived in futurity only, 
and the preſent time did not ſeem worthy 
1 to be computed, All my thoughts Were 
ed ] nothing but deſires, my reflections but 1b 
| 12 projects, and my ſentiments but 4 
ſeries of hopes. 96 | 
_ Scarce have [learned to form theſe figures, 
= yet I will try to make them the inc 
| preters of my paſſion. 
| 1 feel myſelf reanimated by this amiavie 
Innen: reſtored to myleit, 1 begin 
to live again. Aza, how dear art thou! 
| what delight do I take in telling thee lo, in 
] F paint- 


T- 


( 98 ] 
painting theſe ſentiments, and giving them 
all poſſible means of exiſtence ! I would 
trace them upon the hardeſt. metal, upon 
the walls of my chamber, upon my gar- 
ments, upon all that ſurrounds me, and 
expreſs them in all languages. 
How fatal,” alas, has the knowledge of 
the language I now uſe been to me ! How 
deceitful was the hope that prevailed on 
me to learn it! Scarce had I got acquaint- 
ed with it but a new univerſe opened to my 
eye; objects took another form, and every 
light I gained diſcovered to me a new mil- 


fortune. 


My mind, my heart, my eyes, the Sun 
himſelf has deceived me. He enlightens 
the whole world, of which thy empire, and 
the various kingdoms that own thy ſupre- 
macy, are a portion only. Do not think, 
my dear Aza, that they have impoſed upon 
me in theſe incredible facts, which they have 
but too well proved. 
Far from being among people ſubjected 
to thy obedience, I am not only under fo- 
reig 1 


; 1 
| reign dominion, but ſo prodigiouſly remote 
185 thy empire, that our nation had ſtill 
been unknown here, if the avarice of the 
1 | Spaniards had not made them ſurmount the 
1 moſt hideous dangers to come at us. 
Will not love do as much as a thirſt of 
| riches has done? If thou loveſt me, if thou 
defireſt me, if thou only thinkeſt yet of the · 
| unhappy Zilia, J have every thing to expect 
from chy tenderneſs and thy generoſity. Let 
them teach me the roads that lead to thee, 
and the perils to be ſurmounted, or the 
| facigues to be borne, ſhall be ſo many Plca- 
| fures ro my paſſionate heart. 
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LETTER Kix. 


I Am as yet ſo very imperfe& 1 in the art 

of writing , that it takes me up abund- 
ance of time to form only a few lines, 
Often it happens, my dear za, that, after 
having written much, I cannot myſelf di- 
vine what I have endeavoured to expres, 
This perplexity confounds my ideas, and 
makes me forget what I had with pain re- 
volved in my memory, begin again, do 
no better, and yet I proceed. 

The taſk would be more eaſy to me, if! 
had nothing to give thee but expreſſions of 
my tenderneſs: the vivacity of my ſentiments 
would then ſurmount all difficulties. 

But I would alſo render thee an account 
of all that has paſſed during the long inter— 
val: of: my ſilence. I would not have thee 
ignorant of any of my actions; and yet of 


oy 
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io little importance, ſo little uniform have 


1 
they a long time been, that it would be im- 
poſſible For me to diſtinguiſh one from an- 
other, 

The principal event of my life has been 
Deterville's departure, 5 

As long ago as they call here / month 5. 
he has been gone to war for the intereſt of 
his ſovereign. When he ſat out, 1 did 
not then know his language : but, by 
the lively orief he diſcovered at parting 


from his ſiſter and me, I underſtood that 


we were going to Joſe him for a long time. 
=. ſhed many tears; a thouſand fears fll- 

ed my heart, leſt the kindneſs of Celina 

ſhould wear off. In him I loſt the moſt o. 


lid hope of ſeeing thee again. To whom 
could J have had recourſe, if any new mil- 


fortunes had happened to me ? Nobody 


; Ro my language. 5 


It was not long before I felt the effects of 
this abſence. Madame, his mother, whoſe 
contempt I had but too juſtly gueſſed at 
(and who had not kept me ſo much in her 
chamber, but to indulge the vanity ſhe 
con- 
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conceived on account of my birth, and the 
power ſhe had over me) cauſed me to be 
ſhut up with Celina in a houſe of virgins, 
where we now are. The life that we lead 
| here is ſo very uniform, that it can produce 
dut inconſiderable events. 

This retreat would not diſpleaſe me if i 
had not deprived me (juſt as I began to 
be initiated) of the inſtructions I wanted 


to carry on my deſign of coming to thee, 
The virgins that live here are fo profound- 


ly ignorant, that they cannot ſatisfy my moll 
trifling enquiries. 
Te worſhip which they render to the 
divinity of the country requires that they 


| ſhould renounce all his benefits, all intelli- 


gence of the mind, all the ſentiments of the 
heart, and I think even reaſon itſelf, if one 
may judge from their diſcourſe. 

Though ſhut up like ours, theſe virgins 
have one advantage that is not to be found 
in the temple of the Sun. The walls ate 
open here in ſeveral places, and ſecured on- 
ly by-crols bars of iron, ſo cloſe that they 


Cans 
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cannot be got between. By theſe places, 
which are called Parlours, they have the li- 
berty of converſing with perſons who are 
without, 

It is through one of the eſe convenient 
places that I continue to have my writing 
leſſons. I ſpeak to nobody but the maſter 
who gives them to me; and his 1gnorance, 
in every thing but his art, is not like to re- 
ſcue me out of mine. Celina ſeems no bet- 
ter informed than the reſt: In the anſwers 


ſhe gives to my queſtions, I obſerve a cer- 
tain perplexity, which can proceed from no- 
thing but either aukward diſimulation, or 
profound ignorance. Which ſoever it be, 
her converſation is always confined to the 
affairs of her own heart, and thoſe of her ä 


family. 


The young Frenchman, who ſpoke to her 
as we came out from the ſinging entertain- 


ment, is her lover, as I gueſſed before. 
But madame Deterville, who will not let 
them come together, forbids her ſeeing 


her, 


him ; and, the more effectually to hinder 
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her, will not permit her to ſpeak to any 
perſon whatſoever without. 
Not that the choice is unworthy of her, 
but this vain and unnatural mother, taking 
advantage of a barbarous cuſtom eſta- 
bliſned among the great in this country, 
obliges Celina to put on the virgin's habit, 
in order to make her eldeſt ſon the 
richer. | 
From the ſame motive ſhe has obliged 
Deterville to enter into a particular order, 
from which he cannot be diſengaged after 


he has pronounced certain words called 
Vos. ; 15 


2 


Celina, with all her power, oppoſes the 
ſacrifice they would make of her: Her 
courage 15 ſupported by her lover's letters, 
which I receive from my writing.maſter, 
and deliver to her, Yet her vexation {0 
alters her character, that, far from ſhewing 
me the ſame kindneſs ſhe did before I ſpoke 
her tongue, ſhe ſpreads ſuch a ſourneſs over 
all our converſation, as renders my ſorrows 
the more acute. 12 


be 


Het 


t 105 ] 

Her troubles, of which 1 am the per. 
| petual confidante, J hear without diſguſt: 
I bewail them without art, and comfort 
he r with friendſhip : but if my tenderneſs, 
awakened by the picture of hers, drives 
| | me to ſeek eaſe to my oppreſſed heart by 
| 105 pronouncing thy name, impatience 
and contempt are immediately painted in 
ber countenance ; ſhe diſputes thy under- 

| ftanding, thy virtues, and even thy love. 


| My very China (I have no other name 

for her, this having ſo pleaſcd that it has 
been continued) my China, who ſeemed to 
| love me, Who obeyed me in all things, 


er 


ed 


the 


10 | takes the liberty to exhort me to think no 
wy more of thee, or leaves me, if I bid her be 
er, dent. Celina then comes in, and I muſt 
10 | hide my reſentment. 

ing This tyrannical conſtraint heightens all 
ke | my misfortnncs. I have nothing left but 


the painful ſatisfaction of covering this pa- 
| ber with expreſſions of my tenderneſs, it 


F 5 being 


yer 
JWS 


er 


being the only docile witneſs of the fenti- 


- lived for thee alone. This horrible 
thought. enfeebles my courage, yet does 


1 did not hope to ſee thee again, I am ſure, 
my dear Axa, T ſhould periſh ; for life With- 
0. Ut thee 18 a torment to me. 


— —— —— — er nate _—_ 
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ments of my heart. 


Alas! perhaps the pains I wake are uſe- 
leſs ; perhaps thou wilt never know that 


not interrupt my deſign of continuing to 
write to thee. I preſerve my illuſion, that 
] may preſerve my life for thee. I banih 
the cruel reaſon that would inform me. It 


LETTER XX. 


TITHERTO, my dear ze, intent on- 
ly about the afflictions of my heart, 
1 have ſaid nothing to thee concerning thoſe 
| © my underſtanding : yet theſe are not the 
| leſs cruel, becauſe I have omitted them. 1 
experience one of a kind unknown among 
us, and which nothing but the equivocal 
| genius of this nation wid 3 invent. 


Y 


; | oppoſite to that of thine, muſt needs be de- 


in Europe the ſovereigns ſubſiſt only on the 

Ibu of their ſubjects: whence it is that 

moſt of the crimes and misfortunes pro- 

| cced here from unſatisfied neceſſities, 

| The misfortunes of the nobles in general, 

ariſe from the difficulties they are under to 
recon- 


J. 


The government of this empire, quite 


bective. Whereas the Capa Inca is obliged 8 
| to provide for the ſubſiſtence of his people, 


F 
8 . 
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reconcile their apparent magnificence with 
their real miſcry. 

The common people ſupport their con. 
dition by what is called commerce or in. 
duſtry, the leaſt evil ariſing from which is 
inlincerity. | 

Part of the e in order to live, ar! 
obliged to depend on the humanity of 0- 
'Thers ; and that is fo bounded, that ſcarce 
| Have thole wretches ſufficient to keep them 
alive. 


Without gold, it is impoſſible to acquire 


2ny part of that land which nature has 
given in common to all men. Without 
poſſcſſing what they call wealth, it is impol. 
| ſible to have gold; and, by a falſe con 
duence, repugnant to reaſon and mes 
lizht, this {enleleis people, thinking | 
tame to. receive from any other than he 
ſovereign the means of life, and the up 
port of dignity, give that ſovereign an op: 
portunity of ſhowering down his liberaliti 
on ſo ſmall a number of his ſubjects, l 


compariſon with thoſe that are mileras% 
thal 


L 109 ] 
that there would be as much folly in pre- 
tending to any ſhare in them, as there would 
be ignominy in obtaining deliverance by 


death from the impoſſibility of e with- 


out ſhame. 

The knowledge of theſe woful truths 
excited in my heart at firſt only pity for the 
miſerable wretches, and indignation againſt 
the laws. But alas! how many cruel re- 


| flections does the contemptuous manner, in 
which I hear them ſpeak of thoſe that are 


not rich, cauſe me to make on myſelf! l 
have neither gold, nor land, nor addrefs, 
and yet I neceſſarily make a part of the citi- 
zens of this place. O heaven! in What 
claſs muſt I rank myſelf? 5 
Though I am a ſtranger to all ſentiment 
of ſhame, which does not ariſe from a fault 


committed; though I perceive how fooliſh 


it is to bluſh for cauſes independent of my 


| power and my will; I cannot help 


luffering from the idea which others 
have of me. This pain would be infup- 
portable to me, if ! did not hope that thy 

generoſity 


T7. £80 3} 


generoſity will one day put me in a condi 
tion to recompenſe thoſe, who, in ſpite of 
me, humble me by benefits with which! 
once thought myſelf honoured. 
Not that Celina omits any thing in her 
power to calm my inquietudes in this re. 
ſpect: but what J ſee, what I learn of this 
country, gives me a general diffidence 
of their words. Their virtues, my dea 
Aza, have no more reality than their riches, 
The moveables, which 1 thought were of 
gold, have only a thin ſuperficies of that 
metal, their true ſubſtance being wood. In 
like manner what they call politeneſs has all 
the outward forms of virtue, and lightly 
vails over their faults : but, with a little at- 
tention, the artifice of this is diſcovered, is 
well as their falle riches. 
I ovxe part of this knowledge to a fort of 
writing they call books. Though ! found 
it very cifficult to comprehend what the) 
contain, they have been of great uſe to me: 
1 extract notions from them; Celina en- 


plzins 
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: Lr. to me what ſhe knows, and I form 

: WW fuch ideas as I think are juſt. 

E Some of theſe books teach me what men 
| have done, and others what they have 

thought. I cannot explain to thee, my 

9 dear Aza, the exquiſite pleaſure I ſhould 


I have to know ſome of thoſe divine men 
3 55 compoſe them. As they are to the 
* foul whet the ſun is to the earth, I ſhould 


at E with them find all the lights, all the helps 
In want: but I fee no hope of ever having 
al | that ſatisfaftion. Though Celina reads pret- 
tl 4 ty often, ſhe is not knowing enough to ſa- 
ab- L | tify me. As if ſhe had never reflected that 
48 books were made by men, ſhe is ignorant 
of their very names, and ſeem not to have 
of | reflected that ſuch men ever lived. 
00 WH 1 will, convey to thee, my dear Aza, all 
1 | that J can collect from their wonderful 
Dog | works: I will explain them in our language, 
8 and ſhall taſte ſupreme felicity in giving a 
Ay 


new piealure to him I love, . 
Alas 


| take in reading them, if I did but under- 
| ſtand them better; nor the extreme deſire 


1-802 3 
Alas! mall Lever be able to perform 
my promiſe? 


LETTER XXI 


- 


Shall not for the future want matter to 
L entertain thee, my dear Aza : they have 
let me ſpeak to a Cucipata, whom they call a 
religious man, who knows every thing, and 
has promiſed to leave me ignorant of no- 
thing. As polite as a great Ind as Icatn- 
ed as an Amutas, he knows as well the cul: 
toms of the world as the tenets of his reli- 
gion. His converſation, more uſeful than 
a book, has given me a ſatisfaction which 
I had not taſted ſince my misfortunes ſepa- 
rated me from thee. 

He came to teach me the religion 0 
France, and exhort me to embrace it : : Which 
1 would willingly have done, if I had beef 
well aſſured that he gave me a true picture 
of it. 


b 


| Accord! 


( ng } 

| According to what he ſaid to me of the 
| virtues it preſcribes, they are drawn from 
| the law of nature, and not leſs pure in fact 
| chan ours: but I have not penetration e- 
| nough to perceive here that agreement, 
| which the manners and cuſtoms of a nation 
| ſhould have with their religion : on the con- 
| trary, 1 find ſuch a want of connexion. be- 
| twixt theſe, that my reaſon abſolutely refuſes 
| to believe my inſtructor. oh 

With regard to the origin ao principles 
bor this religion, they did not appear to me 


with good ſenſe, than the hiſtory of Manco- 


p ; enpac and the lake Ti/icaca * : I ſhould there- 
4 Fiore have been ready to embrace it, if the 
- : Ukcipata had not indignantly deſpiſed the 
f vorſhip which we render to the Sun. Par- 
„a of ay kind deſtroys confidence. 
a might have applied to his arguments 
9 Phat he- oppoſed to mine: but if the laws 
TW pot humanity forbid t to ſtrike another, be- 


a0 


* See the hiſtory of the Incas. 


N either more incredible, or more incompatible 


Ea 2 


WR Es 
cauſe it is doing him an injury, there i 
more reaſon why one thould not hurt thi 
foul of another by a contempt of his op. 
fions, © I contented myſelf with explaining 
to him my ſentiments, but did not attempt 
to contradict his. 
| Beſides, a more dear concern preſſed me 
to change the ſubject of our converſation 
J interrupted him as ſoon as poſſible, to alk | 
how far the city of Paris was from that df 
Cuzco z and whether it was poſſible to gt 
from one to the other. The Cutipata fatls 
| fied me kindly z and though the diſtance te 
told me there was betwixt the two cities Wi 
enough to make me deſpair; though he mas 
me look on the difficulty of performing ths 
voyage as almoſt inſurmountable ; it ws 
ſufficient, for me to know that the thing 
Was poſſible, in order to confirm my cov 
rage, and give me confidence to commull 
cate my deſign to the good father. 
He ſeemed aſtoniſhed, and endeavoured 
to divert me from my project with ſuch 


tender words, that I was affected my ſelf A 
heat 


L 73 J] 


„to: but my reſolution however was un- 
i. baken, and I prayed the Cucipata, in the 


enter into particulars, and only told me 
me that Deterville, by his high birth and per- 


4 | ſonal merit, being in great credit, might do 
aſk | þ what he would for me ; and that having an 
uncle all powerful at the court of Spain, he 
ot could more eaſily than any man procure 
ali Ine news from our unhappy country. 


| s return (which he aſſured me to be near 


Ws 

nat hal hand) he added, that, after the obliga- 
thi ons J had to this generous friend, J could 
ot honourably diſpoſe of myſelf without 
cling is conſent; 1 agreed witly him, and heard 


| ith pleaſure the encomium he made of 


pile from thoſe of his rank. The weight 
of acknowledgment is very light, my dear 


tie hands of virtue. 
| The 


hearing the dangers I was to be expoſed 


» We varmeſt manner, to teach me the means of 
„tur ning into my country. He would not. 


The better to determine me to wait for 
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ſthoſe rare qualities, which diſtinguiſh Deter- 


1 
1 
1 
- Z 
1 
1 


Ha, when one receives favours only from 


— —— 
— — —— — ne — — * — ” was. 
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then explained to me in what manner the 


was victorious, after having taken feveri 
that in which I was embarked. 


ed my misfortunes, he has at leaſt drawn 
me out of that cruel darkneſs, in which! 
 ived with regard to all thoſe extraordinj 


1 may depend upon his gene roſity. It i 
reſtores me to thee, what a benefit! whi 
Joy ! what happineſs !— 


E 116 
The learned man informed me alſo hoy E 
chance had conducted the Spaniards to thr 
unfortunate empire, and that the thirſt of WW 
gold was the ſole cauſe of their cruelty. He 


rights of war had cauſed me to fall into the 
hands of Deterville, by a fight in which he 


ſhips from the Spaniards, and among then 


In fine, my dear Axa, if he has confirm 


events. This is no ſmall ſolace to my pains 
and for the reſt I wait the return of Deli. 
ville. He is humane, noble, virtuous, and 


LETTER XXI. 
Truſted, 5 dear Axa, upon making me 
cond viſit he has made me, has deſtroyed 
B in ſhort, we have already differed. 
Gncere, this time I found nothing but rude- 


els and falſhood in all that he ſaid to me. 
My mind being ealy with regard to the 


feration was paid to them; in ſhort, what 
gere the honours and triumphs decreed 


Peiety. 


I know 


a friend of the learned Cucipata: but a 
X | . A — 4 #3 ob * — 
the good Opinion I formed of him in the 


If at firſt he appeared to me gentle 1 


ect of my tenderneſs, ] deſired to ſatisfy 
y curioſity concerning the wonderful men 
Tho make books: I began by enquiring 
That rank they held in the world, what ve- 


N them for lo many benefits beſtowed on 


— 2 Send — 
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I know not what pleaſantry the Curipais 
found in my queſtions, but he ſmiled at 
each of them, and anſwered me only by 
ſuch broken ſentences, that it was not 
difficult for me to ſee he deceived me, 
In fact, ought I to believe that perſons, 
who know and paint fo well the ſubtle de- 
licacies of virtue, ſhould not have more, 
nay ſhould ſometimes have leſs of it in 
their hearts than other men? Can I be. 
lieve that intereſt is the guide of a labour 
more than human ; and that ſo many pain 
are rewarded only by rallleries, or at bell 
by a little money? 
Can I perſuade myſelf that, in ſo haugi- 
ty a nation, men who are  indiſputably a. 
bove others by the light of their under- 
ſtanding , are reduced to the woful neceſſiſ 
of ling their thoughts, as people ſel 
for bread the meaneſt productions of the 
earth ? | 
 Falſhood, my dear Aza, does not | 
diſpleaſe me when under the tranſparent 
maſk 


— — — — — 


Ii 


thick vail of ſeduction: that of the father 
provoked me, and I did not deign to give 
* an anſwer. 

Not being able to ſatisfy myſelf in this 


Kituading me from it with the ſame gen- 


Ind convincing reaſons againſt me, that ! 


F confeſſing as much. 
| 4 firſt. he aſſumed a gay air; and, 


VE ming to doubt the truth of my words, 
2 


4 
let- 
ity 
{ell 
the 


ſboured to convince him of my truth; 


lels 


rent Impatible with virtue; that I muſt re- 


nal 


Page of pleaſantry, than when under the 


Tar I turned the converſation again to 
th project of my voyage; but, inſtead of 


Wenels as before, he oppoſed ſuch. ſtrong 


ud nothing but my. paſſion for thee to 
pnbat thaw with, and I made no e, 


c Wed only by jokes, which, inſipid as 
hey were, did nat fajl of offending . 


s in proportion as the expreſſions of my 
fart proved its ſentiments, his counte- 
Ince and words grew ſevere. He dared 
[tell me that my love for thee was in- 


nounce 


- 


110 
nounce one or the other; in ſhort, that! 
Could not love thee without a crime. 


At theſe ſenſeleſs words the moſt violent x 

_ wrath took poſſeſſion of my ſoul : I forgot ; 
the moderation I had preſcribed myſelf: n 
Floaded him with reproaches : I told hin 0 
what I thought of the falſity of his words: ME a 
I proteſted to him a thouſand times that | Uv 
would love thee always; and, withou: WM 
waiting for his excuſes, quitted him, and | A 
ran and mut myſelf up in my chamber, if 
whither I was ſure he could not follow | tl 
10 


me. 
O my dear . how whimſical is th 
reaſon of this country! Always in conti. 
diction with itſelf, I cannot underſtand ho- 
I am to obey fome of its precepts withou 
thwarting many others. 

It agrees in general that to do good | 
the ft virtue: it approves acknowledg 
ment, and yet preſerves ingratitude. 

It would be laudable | in me if I could t. 
eſtabliſh thek upon the throne of thy fe 


chers: but I am criminal | in preſerving fr 
thes 


Woo 
| thee ſomething more precious than the 
U | empires of the world. 

x WW They would commend me if 1 could 
': WW recompenſe thy benefits by the treaſures 1 
of Peru. Stripped of all, dependent for 
all, I poſſeſs only my love; that they 
would have me tear from thee, and be- 
come ungrateful, becauſe I have virtue. 
Ah my dear Arg I ſhould deceive them, 
| if I promiſed a moment to ceafe loving 
thee. Faithful to their laws, I ſhall be ſo 
to my love alſo; I ſhall live for thee alone. 


—_— 


* 
—— 
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IJ Believe, my dear Axa, that nothing but 


the joy of ſeeing thee can ſurpaſs that 
which I felt upon the return of Detervill: 


but, as if I was never more to taſte ple 
ſures unmixed, it was very ſoon followed 
by a ſorrow which ſtill endures, 

Celina was yeſterday morning in my 
chamber, when ſomebody came and whiſ- 
pered her out, and ſhe had not been long 
gone, before I was bid to come to the pat: 
lour. I ran thither ; and how was I ſur⸗ 
prized to find her brother there with her 

I did not diſſemble the pleaſure I te- 


ceived at ſeeing him to whom I owe 6 
| much 
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q much eſteem and friendſhip. As enti⸗ 


them. 


ſtraint of thee, of my love, of my deſigns, 
and my joys ſwelled up to tranſports. 

As I did not ſpeak French when Deter- 
7 ville went away, how many things had I 
] to tell him ? how many queſtions to aſk 
him, and how many thanks to give him? 
Deſirous to tell him all at once, I ſpoke 


at 


During this time I perceived that Deter- 


which I remarked on his face when I en- 
| tered, diſappeared ; joy took its place; 
| and I, pleaſed that I could give him de- 


| more, Alas! ought I to have feared giv- 
ing too much pleaſure to a friend to whom 
| ome all, and from whom I expect all 

G 2 Yet 


ments of this kind border on virtue, I ex- 
: preſſed them with as much truth 1 felt | 


| I ſaw my deliverer, the _ ſupport. of | 
| my hope : I began to ſpeak without con- 


— —— III eat — rf . 6 
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| bad French, and yet continued to talk on. 


ville changed his countenance: the gloom 


ght, endeavoured to heighten it ſtill 


24-4001 

Yet my ſincerity threw him into an error 
' which at preſent coſts me a great many 
=—_ „ 

Celina went out at the ſame time that! 
came in: perhaps her preſence might have 
hindered fo cruel an explanation. 

Dieterville, attentive to my words, ſeem- 
ed to take pleaſure in hearing them with- 
out aiming to interrupt me. I know not 
what trouble ſeized me, when I would have 
demanded of him inſtructions relative to 
my journey, and explained to him the 
motive of it: but I wanted expreſſions, 
and ſearched them in vain, He availed 
| himſelf of a moment of ſilence, and bow- 
ing one knee to the ground before the 
grate, which he held with both his hancs, 
he ſaid to me in a paſſionate tone; To 
what ſentiments, divine Zilia, muſt I aſcribe 
the pleaſure which I ſee fo artleſsly ex- 
preſſed in your fair eyes, as well as in 
your diſcourſe? Am I the happieſt of 
men, at the very inſtant when my ſiſter 
deſcribed 
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paſion? I know not, anſwered I, what 
uneaſineſs Celina can have given you; but 


| from me. She has told me, replied he, 
that I ought not to hope for your love. 


ſhe ſay that you have not my love? Ah! 
| Deterville, how could your fiſter blacken 
me with ſuch a crime? I abhor 1 ingrati- 
| tude, and ſhould hate myſelf if l thought 
| I could ever ceaſe loving you. 

| While I ſpoke theſe few words, he ſeem- 


would have read my very ſoul. 
You love me then, Zilia, ſaid he, and 


my life to have heard ſo charming a con- 
feſſion: but alas! now J hear it, I cannot 
delieve. Zilia, my dear Zilia, is it true 
that you love me? Do you not deceive 
jourſelf ? Your tone, your eyes, my heart, 
FVery thing ſeduces me. Perhaps I am 

only 


. deſcribed me as the greateſt object of com- 
| am very ſure you ſhall never receive any 


Mine! cried J, interrupting him, could 


: ed by the eagerneſs of his looks, as if he 


Jou tell it me yourſclt ! 1 would have given 


| 
| 
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only to be plunged again into the deſpair 
from which I have juſt eſcaped. 
You aſtoniſh me, replied I. ' Whence 
ariſes your diffidence? Since I have know" 
vou, if I could not make myſelf un- 
derſtood by words, ought not all ny 
actions to have proved that I loved you? 
No, reſumed he, I cannot yet flatter my. 
ſelf of this: you are not yet miſtreſs e. 
nough of French to deſtroy my juſt fears, 
Eno youdonot endeavour to deceive me: 
but tell me what ſenſe you affix to thele i 
_ adorable words, I love you. Let my lot be Wi 
decided; let me die at your feet, either wi WW 1 
grief or pleaſure. 5 
heſe words, I ſaid to him (a Little in- 
timidated by the vivacity with which be 
concluded his ſpeech) theſe words, I think, 
ought to let you know. that you are deat | 
to me; that I intereſt myſelf in your for 
tune; that friendſhip and gratitude at 
tach me to you: thele ſentiments pleale 
wy heart, and ought to ſatisfy yours, 


Ah 
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; Ah Zilia! anſwered he, how your ex- 
preſſions grow more feeble, and your tone 
more cold! Did Celina then tell me truth? 
ö Is it not for Aza that you feel all that 
ö you ſay? No, ſaid I; the ſentiments I 
have for Aza are quite different from 
| thoſe I have for you : they are what you 
| call love in another fenſe. What pain can 
| this give you? added I (ſeeing him grow. 
pale, leave the grate, and look. forrow- 
fully up to heaven :) I have this tender 
| love for Axa, becauſe he has the ſame for 
| me, and we were to be united. There 
is nothing in this that at all concerns you. 
| There ſhould be the ſame ties, ſaid he, be- 
byixt you and me, as you own betwixt 
bim and you, ſince I have a thouſand 
| times, more love han he ever felt. 

How can that he ? 1 aid; [ interrupting. 
You are not of my nation. Far from 
| having choſen me for your wife, It was 
chance only that brought us together, and 
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we could never till this day freely com- 
municate our ideas to each other. What 
reaſon could you have to entertain for 
me ſuch ſentiments as you mention ? 
Was any other reaſon wanting, he fe- 
plied, than your charms, and your cha: 
rater, to attach me to you till death! 
Tenderly educated, indolent, an enemy 
to artifice, the pains it muſt have coſt me 
to engage the hearts of women, and the 
dread of not finding there that frankneß 
1 deſired, gave me only a vague and tran. 
ſient reliſh for the ſex. I lived without 
paſſion till the moment '7 ſaw © you, when 
your beauty ſtruck me: but its imprel. 
ſion, perhaps, had been as light as that 
of many others, if the ſweetneſs and ſim- 
plicity of your character had not made 
you appear to me the very object which 
my imagination had ſo often formed. 
You know Zilia, whether I have ſhew! 


Leſpect to this object of my adoration 
What 


C 

; What has it coſt me to reſiſt the ſeducing 
| oc-alions which the familiarity of a long 
| voyage offered me? How many times 
| muſt your innocence have ſurrendered to 
my tranſports, if I had liſtened to them? 
But, far from offending you, I carried 
my diſcretion even to ſilence: I even re- 
quired my ſiſter not to ſay a word to vou 
of my love, willing to owe nothing but 
| to yourſelf alone. Ah Zilia, if fo ten- 
der a reſpe& does not move you, I will 
| fy : but I perceive that my death will be 

the price of the ſacrifice, 

Your death] cried I (affected at the 
ſincere grief which I ſaw preſs him down) 
fatal ſacrifice indeed ! I know not whether 
the apprehenſion of my own would be 
more frightful to me: 
Well then, Zilia, ſaid he, 7P my IK. is 
| dear to. you, order me to live. What 
muſt 1 do, ſaid I. Love me, anſwered 
he, as you love 4za. I love him always 
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the ſame, replied I, and ſhall love him til 
death. I added, Whether your laws per. 
mit you to love two objects in the ſame 
manner, I know not; but our cuſtoms and 
my heart forbid it. Be content with the 
ſentiments I promiſe you; I can have no 
other. Truth is dear to me, and J tell it 
you without diſguiſe. 

How you aſſaſſinate in cold blood! cried 
he. Ah Zilia! how do I love you, fince 
I adore even your cruel frankneſs, 
Well, continued he (after ſome moments 
ſilence) my love ſhall ſurpaſs your cruel- 
ty. Your happineſs is dearer to me 
than my own. Speak to me unreſervedly 
with all this torturing ſincerity : what hopes 
have you with regard to the love you ſtil 
cheriſh for Aza. 

Alas! ſaid I, my hopes are 5 you only. 
I then told him, I had learned that a 
communication with the Indies was not 4 
thing impoſſible : that I flattered my ſelf 
THE | he 
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| he would procure me the means of return- 
ing thither ; or at leaſt, that he would have 
the goodneſs to get my knots conveyed 
to thee, which would inform thee of my 
| condition, and procure me an anſwer to 
| them, that I might know thy deſtiny allo, 
and conduct myſelf accordingly, _ 

I am going, ſaid he (with an affected 
coldneſs) to take the neceſſary meaſures 
for diſcovering the fate of your lover: 


WH jou ſhall be ſatisfied on that head: but in 


| vain do you ſtatter yourſelf with ſeeing the 

| happy Aza again, who is ſeparated from 
| you by invincible obſtacles. 
| Theſe words, my dear Axa, were a mor- 
| tal wound to my heart : my tears flowed 
in abundance, and long hindered me from 
| anſwering Deterville, who kept on his fide 
| a melancholy ſilence. If it be ſo, ſaid I 
| at laſt, that I ſhall ſee him no more, yet 
will I not live for him the leſs. If your 
| friendſhip be | generous enough to procure 
| us 
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us ſome correſpondence, that ſatisfaction 
ſhall ſuffice to render my life leſs inſupport- 
able ; and I ſhall die content, provided you 
promiſe to inform him that I loved him dy. 
ing | 
Oh! this is too much, cried he, riſing 
up briſkly, Yes, if it is poſſible, I will be 
the only one unhappy. You ſhall know 
this heart which you diſdain : you ſhall ſee 
of what efforts a love like mine is capable, 
and I will force you at leaſt to lament me, 
As he ſpoke theſe words he ſprung away, 
and left me in a condition whictr I do not 
| yet well comprehend, I continued ſtand- 
ing, my eyes fixed on the door by which 
Deterville went out, plunged in a confu- 
| Gon of thoughts, which I ſtrove in vain to 
. 'reduce to order. I ſhould have continued 
there longer, if Celina had not come into 
the parlour. 
She aſked me, a why TR wack 
was gone ſo ſoon, and I did not conceal 
from her what had paſſed betuixt us. 


At 
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At firſt ſhe ſeemed to grieve for what 
ſhe called her brother's misfortune : then 
turning her ſorrow into rage, ſhe loaded 


| me with the hardeſt reproaches, to which 
I dared not anſwer a ſingle word. What 


could I have ſaid to her? My trouble did 
not leave me the liberty of thinking. I 
went out, and ſhe did not follow me. Re- 
tiring into my chamber, I ſtaid there a 
whole day without daring to appear, with- 
out ſpeaking to any perſon, and in ſuch a 


diſorder of mind that did not permit me 


even to write to thee. 

Celina's wrath, her brother's defpair, and 
his laſt words, to which I dared not give 
a favourable ſenſe, alternately tormented 
my ſoul, and gave me the moſt cruel un- 
eaſineſs. 

At laſt I thought, that the only way to 
ſoften my inquietudes, was to paint them 
to thee, and to ſearch in thy love for thoſe 
counſels which I have ſo much need of. 
This error ſupported me whilſt I was writ- 

ing: 
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ing: but how ſhort a time did it laſt ? My 
letter is written, and the characters are 
drawn for myſelf only. 

Thou art ignorant of what I ſuffer, thou 
doſt not even know whether I exiſt, whe. 
ther I continue to love thee. Aza, my 
dear Aza, thou wilt never know theſe 


things, 


LE: 


LETTER XXIV. 


my dear Axa, which is elapſed ſince 
| the laſt time I wrote to thee. . 
| Some days after the converſation I had 


@ cauſed by the dolorous paſſions which then 
© 2gitated me, I doubt not but it has been 
lengthened by the ſorrowful reflections that 
| have ſince employed me, and by my re- 
| gret for having loſt the friendſhip of Ce- 
Una. 


for ny malady, and took of me all the 
rep Care 


ay juſtly call that time an abſence, 


| with Deterville, 1 fell into a ſickneſs which 
| they call a fever. If, as I believe, it was 


Though he ſeemed to be 0 
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care that was in her power, it was with ſo 
cold an air, and ſo little ſympathy in the 
affliction of my ſoul, that I cannot doubt 
but her ſentiments towards me are altered. 
The extreme friendſhip ſhe has for her 
brother ſets her againſt me, and ſhe con- 
tinually reproaches me for having render- 
ed him unhappy. The ſhame of appear- 
ing ungrateful intimidates me: the affect. 
ed kindneſſes of Celina torture me: ſhe is 
conſtrained by my perplexity, and the ſoft 
and agreeable are baniſhed from our con- 
W 'J% 

In ſpite of ſo much contrariety and pain 
from the brother and ſiſter, I am not un- 
affected with the events which have chang: 


cd their deſtiny. 


Madame Deterville is dead. This un- 
natural mother has not belied her chatac- 
ter; ſhe has left her whole fortune to her 
_ eldeſt ſon. There are hopes that the las- 
a may hinder the effects of this injuF 


Deterville, dilintereſted with regard 
t0 


In me: and yet J am perſuaded he would 
n- WF "ot do it, if he knew the heavy reproaches 
2 that always follow theſe lectures. They 

make their impreſſion upon my heart, and 
n- WF forrow conſumes me. 
ac- Hitherto, in the midſt of ſtorms, 1 hay 
het enjoyed the weak ſatisfaction of living in 
2 peace with myſelf. Not a ſpot ſullied the 
jul 
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to himſelf, takes infinite pains to redeem 
Celina from oppreſſion. Her misfortune 
| ſeems to redouble his friendſhip for her: 
| beſides that he comes to ſee her every day, 
| he writes to her night and morning : his 


| health, that, though Celina affects, in read- 


ver the motive of this pretence. 


| purity of my ſoul, nor a remorſe troubled 


ſort 


letters are full of tender complaints againſt 
me, and ſuch lively ſolicitude for my 


ing them to me, to inform me only of the 
| progreſs of their affairs, I can caſily diſco: 


I do not doubt but Deterville writes 
them on parpoſe that they may be read to 


. But now I cannot think, without a 
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fort of contempt for myſelf, that 1 ſhould 


make two perſons unhappy to whom ! 
I owe my life. How do I interrupt the 
repoſe which but for me they would en- 
joy! and yet, though I do them all the 
harm in my power, I am not, nor will [ 
ceaſe to be in this reſpect criminal, My 


tenderneſs for thee triumphs over my re- 


morſe, Axa, how do I love thee ! 


LET: 


LETTER WN. 


— 


OW hurtful, my dear Aza, may 
_ prudence ſometimes be! I have a 


| which Deterville had cauſed to be made to 
| me, that I would grant him a moment's 


| happineſs. At length, leſs through com- 
| plaiſance than becauſe I was weary of Ce- 


led to the parlour. At ſight of the fright- 


tepented already the ſtep I had taken, 
and 


| long time reſiſted the powerful inſtances 
| converſation, Alas! I ſhunned my own 
| lixa's importunity, I ſuffered myſelf to be 


ful change in Dezerville, which makes him 
ſcarce to be known, I ſtood confounded, 
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and waited trembling, for the reproackes 


which I thought he had a right t 
lay on me. How could I divine that 


he was going to fill my ſoul with plea- 


ſure? 9 5 
Pardon me, Zilia, ſaid he, the violence 


"I put on you, I ſhould not have obliged 


you to ſee me, if 1 had not brought you 


as much joy as you inflict torment on me. 
Is a moment's fight of you too much to 
require, in recompence for the cruel ſacri- 


fice I am going to make you ? Then, 


without giving me time to anſwer, Here, 
fays he, is a letter from that relation you 
was ſpeaking of, This will inform you 
of Az9's ſituation, and, in ſo doing, prove, 
better than all my oaths, how great is the 
_ excels of my love. He then read the let- 


ter through. Oh! my dear Aza, could 
I hear it, and not die for joy ? Ir inform- 
ed me that thy days are preſerved, that 


thou art free, that thou liveſt out of dan- 


ger 


| n 
; ger at the court of Spain, What an un⸗ 
| hoped-for happineſs 

| This admirable letter was writ by a 
| man who knows thee, who ſees thee, who 
| converſes with thee. Perhaps thy looks 
| were fixed a moment upon this preciovs 
paper. I could not take mine from off it. 
| It was with pain I ſuppreſſed the joyous 
| exclamations that were ready to eſcape, 
| and tears of love overflowed my counte- 
] nance. | 
If I had followed the motions of my 
| heart, a hundred times ſhould I have in- 
| terrupted Deterville, to tell him all that 
my gratitude inſpired : but I did not for- 
Jeet that my felicity would augment his 


by - — 

ic ban, and fo concealed my tranſports, that 
t- only my tears were viſible. 

1d You ſee, Zilis, ſaid he, after he had 


done reading, that I have kept my word: 
ou are informed of Aza's ſituation: What 
s there more to be done? Give your or- 

ders without reſerve; there is nothing that 
i you 
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you have not right to exact of my love, 
provided it contributes to your felicity. 

Though I might have expected this ex- 
ceſs of goodneſs, it nevertheleſs ſurprized 
and affected me. 

I was ſome moments perplexed for an 
anſwer, fearing to aggravate the grief of 
ſo generous a man. I ſought for terms 
that might expreſs the truth of my heart, 

without offending the ſenſibility of his: 

could not find them, and yet was obliged 
to ſpeak. 385 
My TY ſaid I, will never be 
without mixture, ſince I cannot reconcile | 
the duties of love with thoſe of friend{hip. | 

I would regain the friendſhip both of you 
and Celina, would never leave you; 

would for ever admire your virtues, and 

through my whole life pay the tribute of 
gratitude which I owe for your goodnels 

I know that, in removing to a diſtance 
from two perſons ſo dear, 1 ſhall cart) 


with me eternal regret, But——— 
* How, 


3 ] 
How, Zilia, cried he, would you leave 
us then? Alas! I was not prepared for 
this fatal reſolution, and want courage to 
| ſupport it. I had ſtrength enough to 
| ſee you here in the arms of my rival: 
the efforts of my reaſon, and the delicacy 
| of my love, had confirmed me to bear 
| that mortal blow which I had contrived 
| for myſelf ; but 1 cannot be ſeparated 
[from you; I cannot renounce the fight 
ſof you. No, you ſhall not depart, con- 
Itinued he with warmth : do not think of 
it: you abuſe my tenderneſs, and tear, 
Ivithout pity, a heart diſtracted with love. 
Lilia! eruel Zilia! ſee my deſpair : it is 


you eur work. Alas! what return do you 
du; make for the moſt pure love! | 
and It is you, anſwered T (frightened at his 


Fclolution) it is you that ought to be 
blamed, - You blaſt. my very foul by 
ance preing it to be ungrateful; you lay 
ar te 985 5 heart by « a fiuitleſs ſenſibilir 
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In the name of friendſhip, do not tarniſh 
| a generoſity without example, by a de- 
{pair which would cauſe the bitternels of | 
my life, and not render you happy. Do 
not condemn in me the ſame ſentiment 
which you cannot ſurmount, and force 
me to complain of you unwillingly. Let 
me cheriſh your name, bear it to the ut- 
molt limits of the world, and make it e. 
vered by people n are the adorers of 
virtue, | 1 
I know not how I pronounced theſe 
words; but Deterville, fixing his eyes up- 
on me, and yet not ſeeming to look, bit 
mut up, as it were, in himſelf, continued 
a long time in profound meditation. | 
did not dare to interrupt him, and e 
kept an equal ſilence till he reſumed hi 
ſpeech, and with a fort of tranquillity {ai 
to me: Yes, Zilia, I know, I feel m 
_ own injuſtice : but can one cooly renounce 
the ſight of fo many charms? You vil 
have it ſo, and you ſhall be obeyed. 0 
heaven! 
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heaven! what a ſacrifice! My ſorrowful 
days ſhall roll on, and end without ſeeing 
vou. At leaſt if death Let us talk 
no more of it, added he, interrupting him- 
ſelf: my weakneſs betrayed me: give 
me two days to confirm myſelf, and I will 
wait upon you again, that we may toge- 
ther take the meaſures neceſſary for your 
journey. Adieu, Zilia. May the happy 
Aa taſte all felicity. At laying theſe 
words he went out. 

I confeſs to thee, my dear Axa, doh 
Deterville is dear to me, though I was 
deeply affected with his grief, I had too 
much impatience to enjoy my felicity in 
peace not to be very well pleaſed with 
his retirement. 

How delightful i: is it, after ſo much 
pain, to give one's ſelf up to joy! I paſ- 
ſed the reſt of the day in the moſt ten- 
der raptures. I did not write to thee: 
a letter would have been too little. for 
my heart, it would have recalled thy ab- 

| FH ſence 


4006 + 
ſence to my mind. I ſaw thee, I fwoks 
to thee, dear Aza ! What had been want- 
ing to my happineſs, if thou hadſt joined 
to that precious letter ſome tokens of thy 
tenderneſs ? why didſt thou not do it? 
They ſpoke to thee concerning me ; thou 
knoweſt my ſicuation, and I heard not 2 
word of thy love. But can I doubt of 
thy heart? Mine is anſwerable for it. 
Thou loveſt me; thy joy is equal to 
mine: thou burneſt with the ſame fire, 
and the fame impatience devours thee. 
Let fear be far from my ſoul, and joy 
reign there without mixture. Yet—thou 
| haſt embraced the religion of that ſavage 
people. What is that religion? Does 
it require the ſame ſacrifices of affection 
as that of France? No: thou wouldſt not 
then have ſubmitted to it. 
However that be, my heart is under 
thy laws: ſubmitted to thy underſtand- 
ing, 1 will blindly adopt whatever may 
render 
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render us inſeparable. How can J fear? 
Soon re- united to my bliſs, to my being, 
to my all, I ſhall hereafter think for thee 
only, and live for nothing but to love 
thee, 3 


H 2 LE T- 


LETTER XXVI. 


FT is here, my dear Axa, that I hall 
= ſee thee again: my felicity increaſes 
every day by its particular circumſtances. 
The interview aſſigned me by Deterville is 
juſt over, and whatever pleaſure I pro- 
miſed myſelf in ſurmounting the difficul- 
ties of a long journey, of preventing thee, 
of meeting thy footſteps, I ſacrifice it with- 
Out regret to the happineſs of ſeeing thee 
ſooner. 

Deterville has proved to me, with ſuch 
ſtrong evidence, that thou mayeſt be here 
in leſs time than I can travel into Span 


that, thpugh he generouſly left to me the 
choice; 


IC 


he 
ee 


| ſecret I can truſt only to thee. 


| which brought me to Paris, Deterville 
I deſired to know if this was required of 4 


pay not only for their food, but even for 
| their repoſe *®, Alas! I have not the 
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choice, I did not heſitate to wait for thee 


here; time being too precious to be waſt. | 
ed without neceſſity. | —_— 

Perhaps I ſhould have examined this- | 
advantage with -more care, if, before I 
had choſen, I had not gained ſuch lights 4 
with reſpect to my journey as determined 1 
me in ſecret what party to take, and that | 


1 remember that, in the long route 


gave pieces of ſilver, and ſometimes of 
gold, at all the places where we ſtopped. 


him, or if he did it of mere generoſity : and 
was informed, that, in France, travellers. 


leaſt portion of that which would be ne- 0 
ceſſary | 


* The Incas eſtabliſhed large houſes upon the i 


road, where all travellers were entertained: without: 
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ceſſary to ſatisfy the cravings of this orendy 
people: all muſt come from Deterville, 
Thou knoweſt what I owe him, and how 
ſhameful would it be to contract freſh 
obligations I ſhould accept his favour 
with a repugnance, which nothing but 
. abſolute neceſſity could vanquiſh. Can! 
voluntarily make myſelf a greater debtor 
to him who has already done and ſuffered 
ſo much for me? I could not reſolve on 
it, my dear Aza, and this reaſon alone 
would have determined me to remain 
here, The pleaſure of ſeeing thee ſooner 

only confirmed my former reſolution. 
Dieterville has writ in my preſence to the 
Spaniſh miniſter : he preſſes him to let thee 
come, and points out to him the means of 
getting thee conducted hither, with a ge- 
neroſity that warms at once my gratitude 

and admiration. 
How pleaſant were the moments that 
paſſed while Deterville was writing! how 
delightful to plan out the diſpoſitions for 
thy 
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my happineſs, of which I can no longer 
doubt! 
If at firſt it coſt me dear to renounce 


| the deſign of preventing thy journey, Y 


confeſs, my dear Aza, I have found in ſo 
doing the ſource of a thouſand pleaſures, 
which I had not before perceived. 
Many circumſtances, which at firſt ap- 
peared not conſiderable enough either to 
haſten or retard my journey, become to 
me intereſting and agreeable. I followed 
blindly the bias of my heart; and forget 
that I was coming in ſearch of thee among 
thoſe cruel Spaniards, the very idea of 


whom ſtrikes me with horror. The cer- 
tainty of not ſeeing them any more gives 


me infinite ſatisfaction. Though the voice 
of love at firſt ſuppreſſed that of friend- 
ſhip, I now taſte without remorſe the ſweet- 


nels of uniting them. Deterville has aſ- 


lured me, that it will be impoſſible for us 


ever to viſit the city of the ſun : and, af- 


ter 


thy journey, to ſettle the preparations for 


ter our own country, can there be a more 
agreeable place of reſidence than this of 
France? It will pleaſe thee, my dear Aza, 
though fincerity is baniſhed from it. Here 
are ſo many agreeable things, that they 


make one forget the dangers of the fo- 
ciety. 


After what 1 have faid to thee of gold, 
it is unneceſſary to caution thee to . 
ſome of it with thee: thou wilt have no 
other merit. A ſmall part of thy trea- 
ſures would amaze and confound the pride 
of the magnificent indigents of this king- 
dom: thy virtues and thy ſentiments will 
be cheriſhed by me only. 
Detervillè has promiſed to tranſinit to 
thee my knots, and my letters, and aſſured 


me that thou wilt find Interpreters to ex- 
Plain the latter. They are come to de- 
mand my packet, and I muſt have done. 
Farcwell, dear hope of my life: | will 
continue to write to thee, and, if I cannot 
tend my letters, will keep them for thee. 
How 
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| thy journey, if I were to deprive my- 


ſelf of the only means I have of con- 
| verſing with my joy, my tranſports, 
| my felicity? | 


How ſhould I ſupport the length of 
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LETTER XXVII. 


8 INCE I know my letters to be upon 
the road, my dear Axa, I enjoy 8 * 
tranquillity to which I was before a ſtran- WM ' 
ger. I think for ever of the pleaſure Fi 

thou wilt have in receiving them; I ſe 
and partake thy tranſports: my ſoul ad- t 
mits only agreeable ideas, and, to com- 
plete my joy, peace is again eſtabliſhed in Wl © 
our little ſociety, Wi 
Tho judges have rede to | Celina the WY 
effects of which her mother had depti- * 
ed her: ſhe ſees her lover every day, and i ® 
her marriage is retarded only by the ne: il ”/ 


cellary 


E 6 


it. Thus happy to her wiſhes, ſhe thinks 


no more of quarreling with me; and 1 
have as much obligation to her, as if the 
kindneſſes ſhe begins again to ſhew me 
| were owing to her friendſhip. What- 
| ever the motive be, we are always in 
debt to thoſe who help us to the enjoy- 
ment of agreeable ſentiments. 


This morning ſhe made me fully ſen- 


| ſible of it by an act of complaiſance, 
| which at once tranſpor ted me from tire- 


| ſome anxiety to the moſt calm tranquil- 
| lity, 


They had bought her a prodigious quan- 


tity of ſtuffs, garments, and toys of all 


kinds. She ran and fetched me into the 
chamber, and, after having conſulted me 
upon the different beauties of ſo many or- 
naments, ſhe put together a heap of thoſe 


which had moſt attracted my attention, 
| and haſtily commanded our Chinas to car- 


ry them into my apartment, though [I 


oppoſed 


ceſſary preparations that are making for 
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oppoſed it with all my power, My re. 
fuſal at firſt diverted her only; but per. 


ceiving that the more I declined the pre- 
ſent, the more ſhe perſiſted in making it, 
I could no longer diſſemble my reſent- 
ment. e 

Why, ſaid I to her (with my eyes full 
of tears) why will you humble me more 
than I am? I owe to you my life, and 
all that I have: but ſo much bounty is 
not neceſſary to keep my misfortunes in 
remembrance, I know that, according 
to your laws, when benefits are of no ad- 
vantage to thoſe who receive them, the 
ſhame is effaced. It is not without te- 
pugnance, added I in a more moderate 
tone, that I conform to ſentiments which 
have ſo little of nature in them. Our 
_ cuſtoms are more humane: he that te- 
ceives is honoured as much as he thit 
gives. You have taught me to thin 
otherwiſe; and is not this, therefore, to 
offer me an outrage ? 


This 


4 87 J 
This amiable friend, melted by my 
tears more than irritated by my reproach- 
es, anſwered in the moſt kind and gentle 
tone: Both my brother and I,” my dear 
Zilia, would be far from offending your 
delicacy. It would ill become us as 
you ſhall know preſently, to affect mag- 
pifeetence in our behaviour to you. 1 
only defired that you would partake with 
me the preſents of a generous brother; 
and I knew this was the moſt certain me- 
| thod of ſhewing him my gratitude, Cuſ⸗- 
| tom, in my fituation, authoriſes me to 
offer you theſe things: but, ſince you are 
| offended, 1 will ſay no more to you upon 
the ſubject. You promiſe me then? ſaid 
| I, Yes, anſwered ſhe with a ſmile ; but 
give me leave to write a word or two to 
| Deterville, 8 7 
L let her do as ſhe deſired, and freedom 
was reſtored betwixt us. We began to 
examine her dreſs more particularly, till 
ſhe was called into the parlour. She 
would 
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would have had me go with her: but, 


comparable to that of writing to thee? 


prehenſive before-hand of the diverſions 
intended for m. 


have me quit this religious houſe, and live 
in Hers. But, if | maay be believed _—_— 
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came into my chamber, followed by four 


158 
my dear Aza, can ! have any amuſement 


Far from ſeeking any other, I am ap- 


Celina is going to be married, and ſhe 
talks of taking me with her: ſhe would 


preteens be ht 1m gies 1 
Axa, by what an agreeable ſurprize was Wi | 
my letter interrupted | 1 believed J had Ml, 

for ever loſt this precious monument of 
our antient ſplendor; I had even left of Ne 
thinking of it: but now I am ſurrounded i 6 
with the magnificence of Peru; I ſce it, if © 
I feel it, and ſcarce can I believe m = © 


or my hands, | 
Whilſt I was writing to aches; Celind 


men crouching under the weight of hea- 


[ 159 J 

vy cheſts which they had on their 
| backs, They ſat them down and retired, 
and I imagined they had brought ſome 
| new preſents from Deterville. I already 
| murmured to myſelf, when Celina, giv- 
ing me ſome keys, ſaid, Open, Zilia, 
open without being angry : it comes from 
Lane) 
| Truth, which I fix inſeparably to the 
| idea of thee, did not leave me in the leaſt 
| doubt, I opened haſtily, and my ſur- 
| prize confirmed my error, when I ſaw 
| that all which 1 beheld were the orna- 
ments of the temple of the Sun. 8 
A confuſion of thoughts, mixed up of 
| forrow and joy, of pleaſure and regret, 
| filled all my heart. I threw myſelf proſ- 
trate before theſe ſacred remains of our 
| worſhip and our altars, covered them with 
reſpectful kiſſes, watered them with my 
tears, and could not be diſengaged from 
them: I even forgot that Celina was pre- 
&nt, till ſhe rouſed me from my trance by 


giving 
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giving me a letter, which the defired me 
to read, 5 Sf POR 
Still given up to my error, I thought 


doubled: but, though. I made it out with 
pain, I ſoon perceived that it was Detcr- 
ville's writing. It will be eaſier for me 


DET ERVIIL L E's BILLET. 


my ſiſter this morning would not per- 
mit me to follow my inclination, 


it came from thee, and my transports re- 


to copy it, my dear Aza, than to explain 


« Thefe treaſures are yours, fair Zilia, 


* ſince I found them in the ſhip that car- th. 


« ried you. Some diſputes that aroſe 
„among the crew, hindered me from dil- 
e poſing of them freely till now. I would 
ce have preſented them to you myſelf; 
e but the uneaſineſs you diſcovered to 


could not too ſoon diſſipate your fears, 
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8 ſatisfaction to mine.” 
I confeſs with a bluſh, my dear Ara, 


| Deterville's generoſity, than of my own 


of mine. 
Immediately I ſet apart a nt which 


Ithy lips touched on that day when it was 
thy pleaſure to taſte ſome Aca * prepared 
by my hand. Richer in this treaſure 


dar- chan in all the reſt that was reſtored to 


me, I called the men who brought the 


How unjuſt you are, Zilia! ſaid ſhe. 
hat, would you, who were offended at 


dil cheſts, and would have had them take 
uld the whole back again as a preſent to De- 
© ville: but Celina oppoſed my deſign. 
1 0 


1 A drink of the Indians, 
the 


„and I will all my 155 long F your 


that I was at that inſtant leſs ſenſible of 
pleaſure that I was able to give him prove 
chance, rather than avarice, had cauſed 


Ito fall into the hands of the Spainards, It 
vas the ſame (my heart knew it) which 
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geance than of generoſity in my action. 


Proach each other! I confeſſed my faul 
and aſked Celina's pardon: but what af. 


ſpecimens of the workmanſhip of our un. 


| looked attentively at ſome golden ſhrubs 


lent workmanſhip: I inſtantly made ber 
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the offer of a trifle, deſire my brother 
to accept of immenſe riches ? Obſery: 
equity in your own actions, if you would 
inſpire others with it. 

Theſe words ſtruck me, and I per: 
ceived there was more of pride and ven. 


How near do the vices and virtues ap- 


flicted me the moſt was, the conſtraint ſe 
laid me under, not to endeavour to repal 
what I had done. Do not puniſh me 
faid I, with a timid air, as much as I de. 
ſerve: diſdain not to accept of a i 


fortunate countries: you have no need of 


them, and my requeſt ought not to git 
you 6ffence, 


While I ſpoke, I obſerved that Celis 


with birds and inſets on them of excel 


4 ble. 
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and ſhells moſt curiouſly imitated. She 
[ed me. 

the nations * conquered by thy anceſtors, 
of the Sun: to theſe I added a ty- 
mals, and beſought her to ſend them to 


mth a ſmile: without a letter from you, 
e preſents will not be well received. 


ninary, They had idols alſo themſelves, the Inca 


Offi Jour having conſulted that of Kimace. See tlic 
cubs fry of the Incas. — 
vel The Iucas adorned their lee with ſtatues U 


lid of all magnitudes, even to gigintie ſizes. 


k preſent of them, together with a ſmall 
( filver baſket, which 1 filled with flowers 


accepted it with a goodneſa that e 5 
[ afterwards choſe out ſeveral idols of 
land a ſmall ſtatue + repreſenting a virgin 
leer, a lion, and other couragious ani- 


Deterville, Write to him then, ſaid ſhe! 


I was 


The Incas cauſed the idols of the people they 
Pidued to be depoſited in the temple of the Sun, 
ter they had conformed to the worſhip of that 
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I was too well ſatisfied to refuſe any 
thing and wrote all that my gratitude 
dicctated: and when Celina was gone out, 
1 diſtributed ſmall preſents to her Ching 
and mine, and put others aſide for my 
writing-mafter. Then it was that I en. 
| Joyed the delicious pleaſure of being able 
to give. 
I did not do this 1 choice, my 
dear Aza. All that came from the, 
whatever thou wilt particularly. remember 
has not gone out of my hands. 
The golden chair *, which was kept in 
the temple for the alia days of the 
Capa· Inca, thy auguſt father, placed in3 
corner of my apartment, in form i 2 
throne, repreſents to me thy grandeut, 
and the majeſty of thy rank. The great 
ae of the Sun, which I myſelf Jaw 


tort 


*The Incas never ſet but upon feats of mal 
gold. | 
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torn from the temple by the perfidious 
Spaniards, ſuſpended over it, excites my 
Iveneration, I fall down before it, and a- 
Idore it in mind, while my heart belongs 
all to thee. 
| The two palm- trees, which thou gaveſt 
to the Sun as an offering, and a pledge 
| the faith thou hadſt . to me, placed 
pn the two ſides of the throne, continually 
dee in my mind thy tender and affecti- 
pnate oaths, = 

Flowers, birds *, diſpoſed with ſym- 
hetry in all the” cords of my apart- 
dent, form in miniature the image of 
boſe magnificent gardens, where I have 
often entertained myſelf with thy 
lea, | | 


My 


* The gardens of the temple, and thoſe of the 
Jal palaces, were filled with various kinds of 
itations in gold and filver, The Peruvians 
de images even of the plant Mays, with which 
would fill whole fields. 


L 166 ] 
My ſatisfied eyes can fix in no par 
without calling to mind thy love, ny 
joy, my bliſs, in a word, all that will 
ever conſtitute the life of my lite. 


LE! 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


Ur was in vain, my dear Axa, that 1 
| endeavoured by prayers, complaints, 
nd remonſtrances, to avoid quitting my 
þetreat : I have been obliged to give way 
to Celina's importunities, and we have 
been now three days in the country, where 
der marriage was celebrated at our firſt 
rrwal. 


What pain, what regret, what grief 
d I not feel at abandoning the dear and 
drecious ornaments of my folitude ! Alas! 
Farce had J had time to enjoy them, and 


ſee nothing here to make amends for 
— loſt! 


L.8) 


The 
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The joys and pleaſures with which every 
one here ſeems intoxicated, are ſo far from 
_ diverting and amuſing me, that they make 
me remember with greater regret he 
peaceable days I ſpent in writing to, or at 
leaſt in thinking of, thee. . 


The diverſions of this country appear to Me. 
me as affected and unnatural as the man- l 
ners: they conſiſt of a violent gaiet, 
expreſs d by loud laughter, in which the He 
ſoul ſeems to take no part; of inſipid Wm 
games, in which money makes all tie ſab 
pleafure; or elſe in converſations ſo fi pr 
volous, in which the ſame things are co Wiſe 
tinually repeated, that they reſemble 1. or 
ther the chattering of birds than the d.,, 
courſe of thinking beings. mic 
The young men, who are here in gre: iWice) 


number, were at firſt very buſy in fol 
| lowing and ſeeming to oblige me: bi 
whether the coldneſs of my converſatiol 
has diſguſted them, or that my little ! 


liſh for their entertainments has made 
* 
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them weary of taking pains to recommend 
their ſervices, two days only were ſuffiei- 
ent to make them forget me, and deliver 
Ine from their importunate notice. 
The propenſity of the French is ſo na- 
[tural to extremes, that Deterville, though 
exempt from a great part of the faults of 
nis nation, does yet participate of this, : 
Not content with keeping the promiſe 
he has made, of not ſpeaking his ſenti- 
ments any more to me, he with remark- 
ble caution avoids ſtaying where I am 
Wpreſent : ſo that though we are obliged to 
ſee one another continually, I have not yet 
found an opportunity of talking with him, 
By the ſorrow that oppreſſes him a- 
midſt the public joy, I can eaſily per- 
ceiye that in this ſhyneſs he commits a 
lolence on himſelf. Perhaps I ovght to 
[oe obliged to him for it: but I have fo 
many queſtions to aſk him about thy de- 
parture from Spain, thy arrival here, and 
I | other 


prove his conduct. I deſire violently to 


wn] 
other fuch intereſtin g ſubjects, that! 
cannot pardon while I am forced to ap. 


_ oblige him to ſpeak to me; but the dread 
of reviving his complaints and regrets pre 
vents my doing it. 
Celina, intirely taken up with her new 
ſpouſe, affords me no relief, and the reſt 
of the company are not agreeable to me, | 
Thus, alone in the midſt of a tumultuous 
aſſembly, I have no amuſement but my 


thoughts, which are all addreſſed to thee. n 
My dear Aza, thou ſhalt ever be the ſole 5 
confident of my heart, my pleaſures, ny Mi» 


felicity. 


END of Yorumes Figsr. 
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